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Abstract. An analysis of the species and the ratio of the remains of megamammals from 
16 Late Pleistocene localities of the Urals is reported. The faunas of the early interstadial 
(QIII, earlier than 33 000 years) include Cervus elaphus and Equus aff. latipes. The faunas 
of the Late Glacial have no C. elaphus and horses are represented by E. uralensis. In the 
northern Urals, Rangifer tarandus dominates in the faunas of the late Glacial, while in 
the central and southern Urals both R. tarandus and E. uralensis are abundant. In the late 
Glacial (QIII4) the percentage of Marmota bohac and Lepus tanaiticus increases in the 
faunas from north to south. This fact indicates the existence of a climatic gradient in the 
Urals at that time.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Megamammals have previously been described from a number of Late Pleistocene localities 
in the southern (Sm irnov et al. 1990), central (Kuzmina 1975; P etrin  & Sm irnov 1977) and 
northern (KUZMINA 1971; K osin tsev  & B orod in  1990) Urals. Analysis of the faunas from 
localities in the southern Urals has shown their heterogeneity in space and time. In this region, 
faunas of different ages reflect the chronological development of the faunistic complex of 
megamammals. Comparison of faunas of the same age but from different regions allowed us to 
identify faunistic complexes that reflect the differences between the climatic conditions of the 
western and eastern foothills and mountains of the southern Urals (SMIRNOV et al. 1990). The 
existence of chronological and geographical variants of faunistic complexes in the Late Pleistocene 
in the southern Urals allows us to formulate a hypothesis of heterogeneity of the Late Pleistocene 
faunas of the Urals as a whole. The aim of this work is to study chronological and geographical 
changes in the qualitative and quantitive structures of the Late Pleistocene megamammal faunas 
of the Urals.

II. MATERIAL AND METHODS

Data concerning bone remains from the loose strata of nine grottos, five inlets of caves and one interior 
part of a cave have been used in this work. The geographical locations of the caves is shown in Fig. 1.












