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Abstract. Micromammals from Paleolithic sites ( 10 070-35 845 years BP) in south central 
Siberia are discussed. The Paleolithic micromammal fauna of Prebaikalia consists of 
three lagomorph and 14 rodent species. The faunal composition indicates a tundra-steppe 
and forest-steppe biome. In Transbaikalian sites the micromammal fauna consists of one 
insectivore, two lagomorph and 10 rodent species. This fauna indicates the spread of 
different types of steppes (semi-arid, meadow-steppe, forest-steppe).
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I. INTRDUCTION

The study of small mammals from archeological sites provides valuable information towards 
the scientific reconstruction of the environment of ancient man (A gad zh anian  1982; K ow alsk i 
1966; M ark ova  1982; N ad ach ow sk i 1982; R ek o v ets  1985 and others).

In this paper, original material of micromammals from Paleolithic sites (10 070-35 845 years 
BP) in Prebaikalia and Transbaikalia is reported. These localities are from different stratigraphic 
levels of the river terrasses (Fig. 1). Here, large mammal faunas of the "Mammoth complex" have 
been recovered. The large mammal fauna of the Malta site includes Mammuthus primigenius 
Blum ., Coelodonta antiquitatis Blum ., Equus caballus L., Rangifer tarandus L., Cervus elaphus 
L., Bisonpriscus BOJ., Ovis nivicola ESCH., Ovis sp., Felis spelaea G o ld f., Canis lupus L., Vulpes 
Vulpes L., Alopex lagopus L., Gulo gulo L., and Ursus arctos L. (E rm olova  1978). From the 
Bolshoi Jakor site the remains of Alces alces L., Rangifer tarandus L., Cervus elaphus, Bison 
priscus, Equus caballus, Capreolus capreolus L., Canis lupus, Alopex lagopus, Meles meles L., 
and Ursus arctos have been found, while the large mammal fauna of Kamenka-1 includes 
Megaloceros sp., Ovis nivicola, Spirocerus kiakhtensis, Equus sp., Bison sp., Coelodonta sp., and 
Artiodactyla gen. (L bova 1992). The Kunalei site has yielded material of Equus sp., Coelodonta 
sp., ?Saiga sp., Bison sp., and Cervus elaphus (BAZAROV et al., 1982) and the site Ust-Kyakhta-17 
has provided remains of Rangifer tarandus, Cervus cf. elaphus, Bison sp., Spirocerus kiakhtensis, 
and Equus sp. (TASHAK 1993).
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