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Abstract. This paper gives some results of the revision Hungarian Cricetinus, Allocricetus 
and Cricetus with which the author is presently concerned.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Cricetids are of general importance to the biostratigraphy of the late Neogene. In Hungary, 
Mio-Pliocene material has recently been discussed by KORDOS (1986,1987,1992; F re u d en th a l 
& KORDOS 1989). Up till now, uppermost Neogene and Pleistocene finds have been relatively 
neglected by Hungarian workers, since, from a stratigraphic point of view, the cricetids of this 
period are of secondary importance to the arvicolids. For a long time, the dental morphology of 
the different hamster species was regarded as uniform (KRETZOI 1941) and the minor morpholo­
gical characters were not studied.

The present author has tried to study the metrical and morphological characters of the Hungarian 
Plio-Pleistocene "small sized" hamster material. In the course of this work I have investigated the 
Allocricetus material from the Tarko Rocksheiter (Hir 1989), the Hajnóczy Cave (HlR 1992a) and 
Villâny 3 and Osztramos 3 (Hir 1993a). I reinvestigated the Cricetus cricetus nanus finds from 
Betfia 2, Osztramos 8 and Osztramos 14 (HlR 1994b) and I described the Cricetinus beremendensis 
n. sp. from Beremend 15. (HlR 1994c). This work is still in progress.

II. METHODS

I have followed P r a d e l (198 la, b, 1988) in the measurements taken and for the most part also 
in the statistical methods used in the analysis.

In the morphological treatment I have followed the nomenclature of FAHLBUSCH (1964) and 
Mein & F re u d en th a l (1971). In special cases I have created new odontomorphological terms.

III. THE CRICETINUS PROBLEM

The type species of this genus, Cricetinus varians Zdansky,1928, was described from the 
Middle Pleistocene fauna of Chou-kou-tien, China. KRETZOI (1959) described Cricetinus euro-


