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Abstract. A species of fossil shrew intermediate in size between Sorex araneus LlNNAEUS, 
1758 and Sorex minutus LlNNAEUS, 1766 recently discovered in Obłazowa Caves (Site 
Obłazowa 2) dated at 33 430 ± 1230 y. b. p. is here identified as Sorex kennardi Hinton, 
1911. This taxon was described from Ponder’s End, Middlesex, U.K., an undated Late 
Pleistocene site. It remains little known in Britain, but a previously unrecorded specimen 
from Conningbrook, Kent dated at 34-38 000 y. b. p. is described here. The holotype is 
redescribed and compared in detail with the material from Obłazowa. The taxonomic 
relationships of Sorex kennardi are discussed and previous continental European refer­
ences to it reviewed. The Lower and Middle Pleistocene Sorex runtonensis H inton, 1911 
is postulated as an ancestral form. Sorex ’kennardi’ hundsheimensis Rabeder, 1972 
(Type Locality Hundsheim, Austria, Middle/Late Biharian) is considered to be a different 
taxon, doubtfully related to S. kennardi. The most salient feature of the runtonensis-ken­
nardi lineage is the tall narrow coronoid process of the mandible, appearing dispropor­
tionately delicate in relation to the size of the teeth. The two species are considered to be 
conspecific and the name Sorex runtonensis has priority.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Remains of two species of shrew were recently excavated at Obłazowa caves, near Nowa Biała, 
Poland during joint studies of the Institute of Systematics and Evolution of Animals, Kraków and 
the Harrison Zoological Museum, Sevenoaks. A larger and rather less common species is indistin­
guishable from the extant Sorex araneus LlNNAEUS, 1758. A smaller and more delicately built 
species, more abundant at this site has been referred tentatively to Sorex kennardi H inton, 1911 
by N ad ach ow sk i et al. (1993). The fissure contained a rich Mid-Vistulian (late Pleistocene) 
vertebrate fauna dated 33 430 ± 1230 y. b. p. from a mandibular ramus of Vulpes Vulpes (LlNNAEUS,
























