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Abstract. The abundant material of leporids from the karst infills near Deutsch-Altenburg, 
lower Austria, dating from the Middle Pliocene to the Early Pleistocene allowed us to 
study the variability of the first premolars (P2, P3) of Hypolagus beremendensis. The 
morphological variation shown by means of morphotypes, morphogenetic schemes and 
frequency diagrams is interpreted as the result of microevolutionary change. Biostrati­
graphic applicability is demonstrated by comparison with leporid remains from Polish, 
Czech, Slovakian and Hungarian sites. Some other morphological features of the cranial 
and postcranial skeleton also document the transition from the older H. beremendensis 
beremendensis (MN 14 -  lower part of MN 17) to the younger H. beremendensis 
brachygnathus (MN 17 -  early Middle Pleistocene).
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I. INTRODUCTION

Remains of the archaeolagine leporid genus Hypolagus Dice, 1917 of Plio-Pleistocene age are 
fairly well-known in Central Europe. Pioneer work on this taxon has been carried out on the rich 
material from the Carpathian basin by KORMOS (1934), closely followed by SCHREUDER (1937), 
who concentrated on the finds from the Tegelen clay in Western Europe. The first evidence in 
Central Europe comes from Lower Pliocene layers. Right up until its extinction in the lowermost 
Middle Pleistocene, remains of Hypolagus are regarded as belonging to H. beremendensis 
(Petenyi, 1864). The synonym H. brachygnathus KORMOS, 1934 is often used but is considered 
invalid (KRETZOI 1962; JÄNOSSY 1963).

The most detailed studies were carried out by Polish authors. Special attention was paid to the 
abundant remains of leporids from Węże 1, Rębielice Królewskie 1, Kadzielnia 1 and Kamyk, 
dating from the Middle Pliocene to Early Pleistocene (KOWALSKI 1958a, 1960; SULIMSKI 1964). 
S y ch ’s (1965) survey of fossil Leporidae from the Pliocene and Pleistocene of Poland is regarded 
as an extraordinarily detailed monographic work on Hypolagus beremendensis. On the basis of a 
critical revision of remains assigned to the genus Pliolagus (KORMOS 1934; KRETZOI 1941;




























