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Abstract. A review of and new data on lagomorph remains of the Villafranchian (Late 
Pliocene-Early Pleistocene) from eight Transbaikalian localities are presented. Lago
morphs are represented at least by two archaeolagine leporids of the genus Hypolagus 
and by different species of the ochotonid genera Ochotonoides and Ochotona. Villafran
chian environmental changes in Transbaikalia from woodland to arid open landscapes 
resulted in a significant reduction of lagomorphs towards the end of the Pleistocene.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The record of lagomorphs in western Transbaikalia covers the time span from the beginning 
of the Late Pliocene to the Recent. Hares and pikas were important elements of the Villafranchian 
faunas of Transbaikalia (E rbajeva 1970; B a z a ro v  et al. 1976; A gadzhan ian  & E rbajeva
1983). They attained considerable abundance and diversity in this region during the entire 
Villafranchian. In this paper, new data on lagomorphs from the locality Udunga and a short review 
of the Villafranchian lagomorph faunal sequence are presented.

II. THE SEQUENCE OF LAGOMORPH FAUNAS 

The fauna of Udunga

The stratigraphically oldest fauna with lagomorphs in western Transbaikalia is Udunga (Fig. 1), 
situated on the left bank of the Temnik river. Here, mammalian remains are rather abundant. A list 
of large mammals is given by SOTNIKOVA & K alm yk ov (1991) and K alm yk ov  (1992). 
Lagomorphs are represented by Hypolagus transbaikalicus (ERBAJEVA),H. multiplicatus (Erba- 
JEVA), Ochotonoides complicidens (BOULE & TEILHARD) and Ochotona.

The lagomorph association at Udunga shows a predominance of leporids, rather abundant 
Ochotonoides and a few Ochotona. All lagomorph species under investigation were previously 
known from the locality of Beregovaya in Transbaikalia (BAZAROV et al. 1976).












