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Upper Pleistocene mammals from cave deposits in Serbia
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Abstract. Caves and other karst phenomena related to the wide distribution of carbonate 
rocks affected by karstification processes are numerous in Serbia. In caves with open 
entrances, in which the deposition of sediments is more or less still in course, Upper 
Pleistocene sediments containing faunal remains are often present. In the last decade, 
Quaternary research is intensified in Serbia. Large mountain areas have been prospected 
and the remains of Quaternary mammals found in the sediments of 20 caves. At several 
localities excavations have been carried out. As a result, more than 50 Upper Pleistocene 
mammal species have so far been identified.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The territory of Serbia, which covers the central part of the Balkan peninsula, is one of the least 
studied regions of Europe with regard to the Quaternary vertebrate fauna. Because of its geograp
hical position this is undoubtedly an important region in any attempt to obtain a complete picture 
of Quaternary faunal development, if only because the distributional limits of many species passed 
through it. The expectation of finding important remains of Quaternary mammals in Serbia is 
justified by the fact that this region is one of the classic karst areas, and is thus rich in caves and 
other karst formations suitable for preserving Quaternary deposits containing fossil bones and teeth.

II. DISTRIBUTION AND STATE OF INVESTIGATION OF CAVE LOCALITIES 
WITH FOSSIL MAMMAL REMAINS IN SERBIA

Carbonate rocks affected by karstification processes are mainly present in the so-called 
Carpatho-Balkan arch and Dinaric mountain belt. Smaller, isolated areas of such rocks are also 
found in the vicinity of Belgrade and elsewhere in central Serbia (Fig. 1).

Pleistocene mammal remains from cave deposits in Serbia have been known since the end of 
the last century (C v ijić  1891), but not until the 1950’s did the first large scale excavation take 
place, in the cave Risovaća near Arandjelovac ( G a v e la  1968). Extensive data on the mammals 
from Risovaća were published by R a k o v e c  (1965). The excavations at Risovaća were initiated 
by finds of paleolithic origin and most later excavations have also been motivated by archaeological 
finds.








