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Abstract. Late Pleistocene remains of Cuon alpinus have been recovered from Mousteri- 
an sites in the Caucasus, mainly situated between approximately 800 m and 1600 m above 
sea level. Large C. a. caucasicus was distributed in Transcaucasia (Kudaro 1, Kudaro 3 
and Tsona caves), while a smaller dhole, C. alpinus subsp.?, inhabited the northern 
Caucasus (Matuzka Cave). The morphology and relative length of the molars of C. a. 
caucasicus are similar to those of dholes from the Middle Pleistocene (Cuon priscus, C. 
rosi, С. alpinus fossilis and C. a. antiquus). The primitive structure of the teeth of C. a. 
caucasicus supports the hypothesis that western Transcaucasia was a refugium during 
the Late Pleistocene.
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I. INTRODUCTION
\

T he dhole, Cuon alp inus  ( P a l l a s ,  1811), currently  inhabiting  eastern A sia from  Siberia to 
Java, w as m ore w idely d istributed  in the P leistocene, w ith its range including E urope and N orth  
A m erica ( K u r t e n  1968; K u r t e n  & A n d e r s o n  1980; Y o u n g m a n  1993).

In the Caucasus, fossil remains of Cuon  sp. were first identified in Kudaro 1 Cave (V er e 
sh c h a g in  1959). Later, a new Pleistocene subspecies, C. alpinus caucasicus, was described from 
a Mousterian layer in Kudaro 3 Cave (B a r y sh n ik o v  1978). At the same time, C. alp inus  was 
recovered from Mousterian levels at four other Caucasian sites: Kepshinskaya Cave (BARYSHNI
KOV 1978), Tsona Cave (V ek u a  et al. 1987), Matuzka Cave (Ba r y sh n ik o v  & G o l o v a n o v a  
1989) and later at the open site of Ilskaya 1 (HOFFECKER et al. 1991).
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