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Abstract. Relatively numerous remains of Hypolagus igromovi are known from the lower 
Pontian (Late Turolian, MN 13) deposits of the Don River Region, southern European 
Russia. This is one of the oldest representatives of the genus Hypolagus in the Old World. 
The type series of H. igromovi shows some similarities in size and morphology of p3 to 
Hypolagus sp. from the Ruscinian of Moldova and Caucasus, and to a lesser extent to 
Kazakh (Ruscinian) and Altai (Villafranchian) forms.

Key words: Lagomorpha, Hypolagus, Neogene, Russia, systematics.

Alexander A v er ia n o v , Zoological Institute, Russian Academy of Sciences, Universite- 
tskaya nab. 1, 199034 St.Petersburg, Russia.

I. INTRODUCTION

An extinct species of rabbit, H ypolagus igrom ovi GUREEV, 1964, was based on jaw fragments 
from Neogene sands on the right bank of the Don River near the village of Rasdorskaya (G u r eev  
1964) sampled by the famous Russian paleontologist J. A. O r l o v . In the original description the 
age of the locality was given as Upper Miocene (G u r eev  1964, pp. 118 , 120). On the original labels 
the material is referred to Sarmatian or Meotian sands (Upper Miocene), which are quite abundant 
in the Don Region, and Meotian sands yielding vertebrate bones in the vicinity of Rasdorskaya 
were mentioned by BOGATSHOV (1923-24). Since the original description there have been no new 
finds attributed to H. igrom ovi outside the type locality, but at this locality a mandible belonging 
to this species was found in situ  by V. V. T ito v  and A. S. T esa k o v  in August of 1994. This 
specimen comes from a Lower Pontian shallow-water limestone intercalated by sand beds, which 
also contains mollusc shells and fish and turtle remains. Although it belongs to a subadult 
individual, it corresponds well in the morphology of p3 and the state of preservation (a black bone 
coated by a carbonate cemented crust of coarse-grained sandstone) with the type material of
H. igrom ovi. Thus, this discovery confirms the Upper Miocene (Late Turolian, MN 13) age of this 
species.

Besides the original description, H. igrom ovi has been mentioned in the literature three times. 
Sych (1965, p.8) used this species as comparative material in his important work on the Pliocene 
and Pleistocene Leporidae of Poland. In this work S y c h  mistook the spelling of the name of the 
species (grom ovi instead igrom ovi) and its location (Moldova instead of Russia). In a review of 
the fossil record of lagomorphs D a w so n  (1967) gave a queried Early Pliocene age for H. igrom ovi.












