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Abstract. Extensive excavations at Tologoi (western Transbaikalia) in 1993 have led to 
the recovery of new faunal data. Five faunistic horizons of the middle part of this locality 
(Tologoi 2) have been recognized. All of them contain of lagomorphs and rodents 
belonging to both extinct and extant taxa. These five faunal assemblages are composed 
of inhabitants of steppe and semidesert biomes, and indicate rather arid climatic condi
tions during the Early to Middle Pleistocene.

Key words: Mammalia, Lagomorpha, Rodentia, Pleistocene, western Transbaikalia.

Nadezhda A l e x e e v a , Buryat Geological Institute, Siberian Department, Russian Aca
demy of Sciences, 6a Sakhyanova Str., 670042 Ulan-Ude, Russia.

I. INTRODUCTION

The Tologoi locality (western Transbaikalia) is a key section in eastern Siberia and is the 
stratotype of the Tologoi faunistic complex. Despite decades of research, little is known about the 
faunal sequence of small mammals at this locality. Mammalian remains are known from four 
different faunistic horizons at Tologoi, but rich faunas of both small and large mammals have been 
collected from only one of these. This horizon, the third from the bottom, includes the fauna of the 
Tologoi faunistic complex. Extensive excavations at the site in 1993 resulted in the recovery of 
five faunistic horizons with lagomorph and rodent remains in the middle part of this locality. 
Although abundant fossils have been previously recovered from this section, this deposit contains 
the first coherent Early-Middle Pleistocene fauna from any site in western Transbaikalia.

A c k n o w l e d g m e n t  s. The excavations at Tologoi in 1993 were carried out with 
the support of Raleigh International.

II. LOCATION, GEOLOGY AND AGE

B a c k g r o u n d .  Tologoi is situated on the left bank of the Selenga river in a concave 
meander 15 km southwest of Ulan-Ude. The sedimentary sequence extends from the Middle 
Pliocene to the Upper Pleistocene.

The sediments of this site have been described in detail by Ravsky et al. (1964) and consist of 
three units. The lower part of the sequence (Tologoi 1), which is about 3m high, consists of red








