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A g u ila r  J.-P., M ic h a u x  J. 1996. The beginning of the age of Murinae (Mammalia: 
Rodentia) in southern France. Acta zool, cracov. 39(1): 35-45.

Abstract. We describe the Murinae found in the localities of Lo Fournas 6 and 7 in 
southern France. The material includes two new species: Progonomys castilloae sp. nov. 
and Parapodemus pasquierae sp. nov. We discuss the diagnoses of the genera Progono­
mys and Huerzelerimys. Progonomys is geologically the oldest Murinae found in sout­
hwestern Europe, but members of the genera Occitanomys, Huerzelerimys and 
Parapodemus are found in levels older than previously believed. A diversified fauna of 
Murinae rapidly appears at the beginning of the Late Miocene.

Key-words: Murinae, Progonomys, Rodentia, Late Miocene, southern France.
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Montpellier Cédex 5, France.

I. INTRODUCTION

T he stratigraphically  oldest fossil M urinae to be described from  E urope w as P rogonom ys  
cathalai S c h a u b , 1938 from  the locality  o f M ontredon in southern France (D e pe r e t  1895). A bout 
sixty years later, a few  specim ens o f a slightly  o lder geological age w ere found in Spain, at Can 
L lobateres (H a r t e n b e r g e r  e t al. 1967; T h a l e r  1966). Since then new  m urid-bearing localities 
have been discovered  in Spain (v a n  d e  W e er d  1976; D a a m s  et al. 1988) and France (A g u ila r  
et al. 1986, 1991) and m ore m aterial has been collected  at M ontredon (M ic h a u x  1971, A g u ila r

1982). T he p resen t paper describes tw o new  species, P rogonom ys castilloae  sp. nov. and Para- 
podem us pasquierae  sp. nov., and the M urinae from  the localities Lo Fournas 6 and 7 (A g u ila r  
et al. 1986) previously  referred  to as P rogonom ys hispanicus, P rogonom ys clauzoni, and P ara­
podem us lugdunensis. T hese new  data p rovide an opportunity  to discuss the recently  published 
diagnoses o f the genera P rogonom ys and H uerzelerim ys (M ein  et al. 1993). O ur cusp term inology 
follow s v a n  d e  W e er d  (1976).

A c k n o w l e d g m e n t s .  This is publication no. 96-024 de 1 Institut des Sciences 
de l’Evolution (URA 327 C.N.R.S.). The photographs in Plate 1 were taken by Mr. L. D a t a s , and 
the prints were made by Mr. М. PONS.
























