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Abstract. The comparison between the avifaunas of the Eocene and Oligocene of 
Phosphorites du Quercy and those of the Oligocene and Lower Miocene (Saint-Gérand- 
le-Puy) o f central France shows that the proportion of extinct families decreases consid­
erably during the Eocene-M iocene period. However, the avifaunas o f the Upper 
Oligocene of central France, which include a large number o f aquatic forms, come in 
their composition relatively close to the avifaunas of the Lower Miocene of the same 
region. Most fossil taxa of the Lower M iocene belong to Recent families, and the 
differences between the fossil and Recent faunas mainly concern genera and species.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The avifauna from the Paleocene, Lower Eocene, and Middle Eocene of France was dominated 
by large, flightless birds, such as the Gastornithidae (G astom is, Diatryma), or Ratites (Remiornis) 
(A n d o r s  1992; M a r t in  1992). There were also large owls of the family Sophiornithidae 
(M o u r e r -C h a u v ir é  1994) and Messel-rails of the family Messelornithidae (M o u r e r -C h a u v ir é , 
in press). Smaller forms were present, too, but they have not yet been studied in detail.

On the contrary, there was a great diversity of small birds in the localities of Phosphorites du 
Quercy, in South-West France, referred to a period from the beginning of the Upper Eocene to 
almost the end of the Upper Oligocene (Fig. 1 ). The localities of Quercy are karstic fillings, where 
the bird remains mainly come from the food of raptorial birds, which implies a bias towards a larger 
representation of smaller forms.

The first bird remains were gathered during the phosphate mining activities at the end of the 
19th century. Unfortunately, this material has neither accurate geographic localization nor accurate 
dating. It may only be said that its age is comprised between the Upper Eocene and the Upper 
Oligocene. These early collections were studied by L y d e k k e r  (1891), M il n e -E d w a r d s  (1892),
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