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Abstract. A regional model for Upper Pleistocene Europe is examined from the perspec­
tive of faunal variation. A large mammal database from three regions distributed between 
the north and south o f the continent is analysed in terms o f taxa frequency and diversity. 
Comparisons are drawn between faunal assemblages with an archaeological association 
and those without. A focus on faunas with Capra reveals increased carnivore frequency. 
It is suggested that these associations provide a means to assess relative resource richness 
between regions and allow a chronological comparison of past hominid behaviour. The 
implications for characterising human exploitation of large mammals is discussed.
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I. INTRODUCTION

In this paper I will take a hominid perspective on the issue of the influence of climate 
on the large mammal faunas of Upper Pleistocene Europe. The study arose from a 
consideration in the archaeological literature of what constitutes a specialist hunter 
(N itec k i & N itecki 1987; Ch a s e  1989; Fa r iz y  & D a v id  1992; St in e r  1992). In many 
ways the problem is similar to that faced by palaeomammologists reconstructing climatic 
conditions either synecologically or autecologically. What is involved is an assessment of 
the diversity and frequency of taxa in our samples. The approach taken here is to analyze 
faunal data via a regional model constructed to take account of geographical variation in 
predator and prey behaviour.

In order to reconstruct either past climate or hunting practices from faunal data it is 
essential to consider taphonomy since it is the process which supplies information 
(GIFFORD 1981). For example, recent work has emphasised anatomical representation, 
cut marks and obvious carnivore damage to investigate early hominid behaviour as BRA IN  

(1981) showed by answering the question "the hunters or the hunted?".














































