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Fossil and subfossil bird remains from five Austrian caves
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Abstract. A total of 84 bird taxa were identified. They come from Zwerglloch (68 taxa), 
Bärenhöhle (10), Hohlensteinhöhle (4), Knochenöhle (5), and Grosse Offenbergerhöhle 
(25). They all represent recent bird species, and most of them belong to the today breeding 
fauna of Austria. 27 taxa were found in the Austrian Pleistocene/Holocene cave deposits 
for the first time.

Key words: Bird remains, Austria, Pleistocene, Holocene, cave deposits.

Zygmunt BOCHEŃSKI, Teresa TOMEK Institute of Systematics and Evolution of Animals, 
Polish Academy of Sciences, Sławkowska 17, PL-31-016 Kraków, Poland

I. INTRODUCTION

In 1986 Dr Kurt BAUER of the Museum of Natural History in Vienna gave us bird bone 
remains collected in five Austrian caves for identification. They come from:

1. Zwerglloch near Rosenburg (Cat.No. 6845/30) in Lower Austria (Niederösterreich),
2. Bärenhöhle near Winden (Cat.No. 2 9 1 1/1) in the surroundings of Lake Neusiedl in 

Burgenland,
3. Hohlensteinhöhle near Mariazell (Cat.No. 1831/1),

4. Knochenhöhle near Kapellen (Cat.No. 2861/51), 5. Grosse Offenbergerhöhle near 
St. Lorenzen (Cat.No. 1733/1)

The last three caves lie in NE Styria (Steiermark) in the Styrian-Lower Austrian 
Limestone Alps (Steirisch-niederösterreichische Kalkalpen). The situation of all localities 
is shown on a sketch map (Fig. 1). The smallest number of remains come from Bärenhöhle 
(18 pieces only), whereas the richest is the fauna from Zwerglloch, containing 482  
remains, which belong at least to 68 various taxa.

According to Dr BAUER (in litt.), the material from Zwerglloch was obtained during a 
careful excavation undertaken by J. BAYER in 1930, but the whole sediment proved to be 
intricately mixed by the burrowing o f generations o f badgers Meles meles. Bird bones


























