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Abstract. Isolated molars of Anomalomys from three different levels of sediments in the 
brown-coal mine of Bełchatów, representing mammalian zones MN 4 to MN 9 have been 
studied. They illustrate the evolution of dimensions and pattern of teeth in this evolutio
nary lineage of rodents. Bełchatów is a unique fossil locality with populations of 
Anomalomys from three different horizons. They belong to  A. minor and A. gaudryi. The 
material of Anomalomys kowalskii KORDOS, 1989 from the Miocene of Opole has also 
been studied.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Miocene sediments of the brown-coal mine ot Bełchatów in Central Poland yielded, 
besides molluscs, also remains of mammals ( K o w a ls k i  1993 a, b, K o w a ls k i ,  K u b ia k  
1993, R z e b ik - K o w a ls k a  1993). The oldest horizon with mammalian remains, Bełcha
tów С contained a fauna of mammalian zone MN 4, the middle one, Bełchatów В, that of 
MN 5/6 and the upper one, Bełchatów A, of MN 9. All the three horizons contained isolated 
teeth belonging to the genus Anomalomys and representing successive stages of one 
evolutionary lineage.

Anomalomys GAILLARD, 1900, has beensó far known in Poland only from the Miocene 
(MN 7/8) of Opole, from where it was described by KOWALSKI (1967) as Anomalomys 
gaudryi. KORDOS (1989) created a new name for the population of Opole, Anomalomys 
(Miospalax) kowalskii. The material from Opole is redescribed in the present study.

GAILLARD (1900) recognized a new species and genus of rodents, Anomalomys 
gaudryi, in the Miocene of La Grive St. Alban in France (MN 7/8). VlRET and SCHAUB 
(1946) completed the description of Anomalomys gaudryi and added a new species of the 
genus, the slightly more specialised A. gaillardi.




























