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Abstract. The paper presents the present-day state of knowledge on the Pliocene and 
Quaternary insectivore fauna of Poland. The names of fossil taxa found in Poland, taxa 
first described from the Polish territory, names of the Polish localities in which 
insectivores have been found, with lists of forms in each of them and, lastly, the history 
of the Polish insectivore fauna from the Early Pliocene to the Holocene are given. A short 
paleoecological interpretation of the shrew (Soricidae) associations of the Pliocene and 
Lower Pleistocene in Poland is also presented.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The paper is a survey of the fossil insectivores (Insectivora, Mammalia) known from 
the Pliocene and Quaternary of Poland. It is based on the material from 31 localities and
51 faunas/for example: locality KIELNIKI (KI) (50o45’N/19o18’E) contains 3 faunas of 
different ages: KIELNIKI 3B (KI3B) from the Late Pliocene, KIELNIKI ЗА (KI3A) from 
the Early Pleistocene (Early Biharian) and KIELNIKI 1 (KI1) from the Early Pleistocene 
(Late Biharian)/. Most of the localities are situated in karstic sediments of the Kraków- 
Wieluń Upland in southern Poland.

The material consists of specimens belonging to 98 forms of 3 families, 7 subfamilies, 
29 genera and about 75 species. On the basis of the Polish materials 5 genera and 27 species 
have been described as new to science (see section IV).

The studies were carried out by the author during the years 1971-1993. At that time 11 
papers were published on Erinaceinae, Uropsilinae, Desmaninae and Soricidae (RZEBIK- 
KOWALSKA 1971, 1975, 1976, 1981, 1989, 1990a and b, 1991 and HARRISON and 
R z e b i k -K o w a l s k a  1991,  1992, 1994). The papers by B a ł u k  at al. (1979), 
B e d n a r c z y k  (1993), B o c h e ń s k i  et al. (1983), B o s a k  et al. (1982), C h m i e l e w s k i  et 
al. (1967), D a g n a n -G i n t e r  e t  al. (1992), KOWALSKI (1956, 1958a and b, 1959, 1960a
























































































































