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Abstract. In 1967 the Upper Palaeolithic site Cracow Spadzista Street В -was discovered. 
In the course of excavations carried out in 1968-1971 remains of 2-3 human dwellings 
built of mammoth bones were detected. On the basis of the mandibles and lower molars 
found at the site the number of the mammoths was estimated at 60 individuals (K u b ia k
& ZAKRZEWSKA 1974). The present study of limb bones reveals a big difference between 
the number of individuals established on the basis of the mandibles and lower molars and 
that obtained from an analysis of the postcranial bones. The limb tones found at this site 
indicate merely 9-22 mammoth individuals. The limb bones may have come from killed 
animals, whose legs were cut off and brought to this site. The mammoth population from 
Spadzista Street was declining or subject to selective killing.
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I. IN TR O D U C TIO N

In 1967 a big accumulation of bones was accidentally discovered in Spadzista Street 
in Cracow. This locality is situated on the slope of St. Bronisława Hill, which rises above 
the valley of the River Rudawa. Excavations carried out in 1968-1971 suggested the Upper 
Palaeolithic age of the locality, which represents the Kostyenkov-Avdeyev Culture and 
has been designated as Cracow Spadzista Street B. The age of the find determined by 
radiocarbon method is 20 600 years B.P. (KOZŁOWSKI et al. 1974).

The bone material from this site consists almost exclusively of remains of the mammoth 
Mammuthus primigenius (BLUM ENBACH, 1799). Some single bones and teeth of woolly 
rhinoceros Coelodonta antiquitatis, wolf Canis lupus, horse Equus sp. reindeer Rangifer 
tarandus, bear Ursus sp. and Arctic fox  Alopex lagopus were also found here (K UBIA K  &  
Z a k r z e w s k a  1974).
















