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Abstract. Snake remains from the Late Miocene (MN 13) localities of Polgardi 2 and 
Polgardi 4 (Hungary) belong to at least eight different taxa: Coluber hungaricus, 
Coronella cf. C. austriaca, Elaphe kormosi, Elaphe praelongissima sp.n., Natrix cf. N. 
longivertebrata (Colubridae), Vipera gedulyi, Vipera sp. 1 (»Oriental viper« group), and 
Vipera sp. 2 (»European viper« group) (Viperidae). The ophidian assemblage from 
Polgardi 4 was dominated by small colubrids, while that from Polgardi 2 by Vipera 
gedulyi. The composition of the snake fauna indicates rapid faunistic and paleoecological 
changes at the end of the Miocene.
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I. INTRODUCTION

In the Upper Carboniferous limestone quarry of the Somló-Hill and Köszar-Hill, 
located near the village of Polgardi in western Hungary, several Late Miocene localities 
bearing vertebrate remains were unearthed: Polgardi 1, discovered in 1909; Polgardi 2, 
discovered in 1910 (known in the literature as the classical Polgardi locality); Polgardi 3, 
discovered in 1971; Polgardi 4, discovered in 1984 (named Polgardi 4 "Lower" and 
Polgardi 4 "Upper" in order to distinguish remains coming from two different fissure 
fillings in the southern wall of the quarry); and Polgardi 5, discovered in 1988 (FREUDENT  
HAL and KORDOS 1989; JÄNOSSY 1991). On the basis of mammalian remains (FREUDENT- 

HAL and KORDOS 1989) the age of these fossil deposits can be defined as Pontian or Upper 
Turolian (mammalian biozone MN 13).

The first report on the fossil vertebrate assemblage from Polgardi 2 was given by 
KORMOS (1911). The herpetofauna of this site was described by BOLKAY (1913) and then 
by FEJÉRVÂRY-LÂNGH (1923), SZUNYOGHY (1932), SZALAI (1934), MŁYNARSKI (1966), 
and SZYNDLAR (1991a, 1991b). Based on skull bones, BOLKAY (1913) recognized 5 snake 
species (Coluber hungaricus, Elaphe kormosi, Natrix natrix; Natrix tesselata, and Vipera 
gedulyi). SZUNYOGHY (1932) allocated all these taxa (except for Vipera gedulyi) to living 
species, but these changes were not accepted by subsequent authors (e.g. MŁYNARSKI




























































