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Abstract. Studies of the breeding avifauna of the Faunistic Lake Iłgi Reserve were carried 
out for 6 years altogether, in 19760-1972 and 1986-1988. A total o f 113 species were 
found during that period, 89 of them nesting within the bounds o f the reserve. The lake 
and peatswamps were inhabited by 30 species, e.g. from am ong Anseriformes:Bucephala 
clangula, M ergus m erganser and A nser anser, from among the R allidae: Porzana 
porzana  and P. parva. M ilvus migrans, Tringa ochropus, Ficedula parva, Columba 
oenas, etc. nested in the surrounding wet alderwoods and oak-pine woods.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Woodland Lake Iłgi in the Iława Lake District is a breeding area of many species of 
aquatic birds. It is one of the oldest nature reserves in that region, set up in 1936. In 1957 
the forest around the lake was also included in the faunistic reserve. A general description 
of Lake Iłgi Reserve was given by PANFIL (1967, 1968), who chiefly used the results of 
a floristic study carried out by MŁYNEK et al. (1957). The main subjects of conservation 
in Lake Iłgi Reserve are birds, so far however they not only have not been given a thorough 
study but even no faunistic reports have been made from that area.

The present paper gives the results of studies conducted by two authors. Roch 
M a c k o w ic z  made his study in 1970-1972 and Piotr KRAJEWSKI resumed it after 
13-year-long interruption, in 1986-1988. In order to minimize individual differences 
between the estimates made in those two study periods, the first of the authors, R. MAC­
KOWICZ, participated also in some counts in 1986-1988. The objective of this study was 
to produce the first ornithological faunistic documentation after a half-century of conser-












































