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Abstract. A  rich Mid-Vistulian (Late Pleistocene) fauna o f vertebrates (dated 33430 ± 
1230 years BP) was discovered in the Central Carpathians. It consists o f fish remains, 
one amphibian, one reptile, 38 taxa o f birds and 33 mammal species. The faunal 
composition indicates a park-steppe and/or forest-steppe biome abundant in humid 
environments. Both hydrophilous and typically steppe species were found; they evidence 
a much more diverse community as compared with the extant faunal composition in the 
Carpathians. This palaeofauna yielded five species of bi rds (Branta leucopsis, Otis tetrax, 
Limosa limosa, Lanius excubitor, Turdus iliacus) and one of mammals (Sorex cf. 
kennardi) new to Poland.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The Quaternary history of the vertebrate fauna in the Central Carpathians is rather 
poorly known. The paucity of fossil vertebrate sites results partly from the Quaternary 
geological history of this region and partly from the lack of suitable excavations. The 
Central Carpathians consist of Tatra Mountains, Podhale Basin and Pieniny Klippen Belt 
(STARKEL 1991). Data on fossil and subfossil mammals from the Pieniny Klippen Belt 
and Podhale were very scarce up to the 1980s (KOWALSKI 1959; KULCZYCKI and HALICKI 
1950), when two multidisciplinary studies were carried out. Asmall cave in the Sobczański 
Gully situated in the Pieniny Mountains has yielded relatively numerous remains of




















