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Abstract. Isolated teeth o f Plesiosorex germanicus (SEEMANN, 1938) have been found 
for the first time in Poland, in the Miocene locality o f Bełchatów (central part o f the 
country). They were localized in horizon B, dated to the Middle Miocene (M N5/6). The 
systematic position of above-mentioned taxon, its measurements and illustrations are 
given.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The present paper is the first part of a series of studies concerning the remains of the 
insectivores from the Miocene locality of Bełchatów. This locality is situated in the area 
of a brown coal mine in Central Poland. It consists of several layers of carbonate limnic 
sediments intercalated between coal seams and contains numerous shells of molluscs and 
remains of small mammals (STWORZEWICZ, SZYNKIEWICZ 1989, STUCHLIK et al. 1990, 
K o w a l sk i 1993 a and b). Three main horizons bearing animal remains have been 
distinguished at this locality: lower Bełchatów С dated to the Early Miocene (MN4), 
middle Bełchatów В dated to the Middle Miocene (MN5/6) and upper Bełchatów A dated 
to the late Middle Miocene (MN9).

The primary studies of the Bełchatów Insectivora indicate the presence of the 
Metacodontidae, Heterosoricidae, Dimylidae, Soricidae, Erinaceidae and Talpidae.

Measurements were taken according to the pattern presented in SCHÖTZ (1989). The 
highest number of identical elements (e. g., right first lower molar, M 1) has been assumed 
to be the minimum number of individuals. The specimens described are housed in the 
collection of the Institute of Systematics and Evolution of Animals, Polish Academy of 
Sciences in Cracow.
















