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Microtocricetus molassicus FAHLBUSCH and MAYR, 1975 
(Rodentia, Mammalia) from the Miocene of Bełchatów (Poland).
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Abstract. Isolated molars o f M icrotocricetus m olassicus have been found in lacustrine 
carbonate sediments in the upper part o f the profile in the brown-coal mine at Bełchatów  
(B e łch a tó w -A ). So far this species has been known from several Early Vallesian (MN  
9) fossil localities in central and eastern Europe. Sarmatomys podolicus  TOPACHEVSKY 
and SKORIK, 1988 is a synonym of M. molassicus. The discovery o f M icrotocricetus 
molassicus makes it possible to determine the time of the end of brown coal sedimentation 
at Bełchatów.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The brown coal mine at Bełchatów in central Poland contains several layers of limnic 
carbonate sediments intercalated between coal seams. They contain numerous shells of 
molluscs and remains of small mammals (STWORZEWICZ, SZYNKIEWICZ 1989, STUCHLIK 
et al. 1990). In the uppermost layers of Tertiary sediments at Bełchatów, known as 
"Bełchatów -  A" 20 molars belonging to Microtocricetus molassicus FAHLBUSCH and 
MAYR, 1975 have been found among numerous teeth of small mammals.

This species was first described from the fossil localities of Marktl and Hammersch­
miede in Bavaria (FAH LBUSC H , M A Y R  1975). Two teeth of Microtocricetus molassicus 
have been later described from Götzendorf in Austria (BACHM AYER, W ILSON 1984); more 
material was collected in this locality in following years ( D a x n e r - H Ö C K , personal 
communication). TOPACHEVSKY and SKORIK (1988) discovered two teeth at Gritsev, in 
Chmielnicki Region in the Ukraine, in layers of Middle Sarmatian age which they 
identified as a new species, Sarmatomys podolicus. The characters of these specimens are, 
in my opinion, within the range of variability of the typical population of Microtocricetus 
molassicus from Hammerschmiede, especially when new, unpublished material from this
















