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Abstract. The settling pattern, territorial behaviour, pair formation, breeding site selec­
tion, nest building and breeding success o f birds were studied in a population o f  
individually marked Reed Warblers in 1980-1982 in the nature reserve "Stawy Milickie" 
(M ilicz Fish Ponds), SW  Poland. The intense territorial behaviour o f males was limited 
to the period from the establishing of their territory to the arrival o f  a female. The nest 
site was selected by the female, which did not pay much attention to the original territory 
boundaries fixed by the male; 36% o f nests o f the first brood were located beyond the 
initial boundaries o f the male territories. Several pairs often preferred the same part o f  
the reedbed, and loose aggregations o f nests were common. Nest losses were high (67%) 
and in 95% due to predators. As a result, the production o f young was very low  despite 
many repeated attempts at nesting. After the loss o f  the first nest, 76% o f the females 
renested. Unsuccessful females were never observed in next years, whereas unsucessful 
males returned.
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I. INTRODUCTION

A population of individually marked Reed Warblers was studied in 1980-1982 in the 
nature reserve "Stawy Milickie" (Milicz Fish Ponds), SW Poland. Earlier studies on the 
same species in the same area (DYRCZ 1974, 1977, 1981; KRÓL 1984) provided many 
interesting data and posed new questions. The objective of this paper is to answer some 
of them by analysing detailed observations of the social behaviour of birds. Particular 
emphasis is put on territorial behaviour, seasonal and spatial patterns of area utilization, 
and breeding success of individual pairs.








































































