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Abstract. In 1982-1990 passages o f 101 species o f  water-and-marsh birds were observed 
in the valley o f the Middle San, mainly on the ponds at Starzawa and sedimentation basins 
at Siedliska. The migration route was found to extend along the San valley, through the 
Przemyska Brama (Przemyśl Gate) into the valley o f the River Dniester. In autumn on 
the ponds at Starzawa the number o f birds on passage averaged 10 000 per inspection 
(max. 40 000), among which Anasplatyrhynchos, Fulica atra, Vanellus vanellus, Larus 
ridibundus and Aythya ferina  were dominant, forming 95% of the group. In spring 
approx. 1500 birds were counted during each inspection (max. 5000); here, Anas 
platyrhynchos, Vanellus vanellus, Larus ridibundus, Aythya ferina, A. fuligula and 
Philomachus pugnax  predominated and formed 80% of the group.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The south-eastern part of Poland is crossed by one of the important inland routes of 
migratory birds, called the Black Sea-Egipt route. The region of the middle San valley and 
especially the area of the Przemyśl Gate form a peculiar "stage" used by migrating birds, 
which find suitable conditions here to rest and take food.

The main purpose of this paper is to present the specific composition and quantitative 
relations of migrating birds (Non-Passeriformes) and to compare their passage dynamics 
with that in other regions of the country.

Migrations of water-and-marsh birds were investigated in Poland by many authors, 
most of whom, however, dealt with incomplete materials and studies conducted for too short




























































