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Abstract. Lagopus atavus JÄNOSSY, 1974, from Rębielice Królewskie 1 (MN 16) is 
redescribed and the lectotype is designated. The fragment of tibiotarsus from Węże 1 
(MN 15) is assigned as cf. Lagopus sp. The fragment of Lagopus from Kielniki 3B 
(MN17) is described and included into L. atavus. The history of the genus Lagopus begins 
in Europe in the Early Pliocene.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Fossil remains of the genus Lagopus are known from many localities of the Holarctic 
region. Most of them belong to two recent species L. lagopus (LINNAEUS, 1758) and L. 
mutus (MONTIN, 1776) and come from the European subcontinent. The present distribu­
tion of those species is limited to the boreal and high mountain regions, whereas during 
the Pleistocene they lived also in the temperate zone. The oldest remains of Lagopus were 
described by JÄNOSSY (1974) from Rębielice Królewskie 1 as a new subspecies, Lagopus 
lagopus atavus. The fauna from that locality was dated by JÄNOSSY (o.c.) as "Middle 
Villafranchian - about the boundary of the Pliocene and Pleistocene". Recently this fauna, 
owing to the changes of that boundary (1.87 M. Y.) has been reffered to the Upper Pliocene 
(MN 16).

Lagopus lagopus atavus JÄNOSSY, 1974, was described on the basis of a proximal part 
of the right humerus. Another fragment, described in detail, is a distal articular part of the 
right humerus, belonging evidently to another specimen. All the other 31 bone fragments 
ascribed by JÄNOSSY (1974) to the same form were only listed and left undescribed. Two 
years later JÄNOSSY (1976) writes about the above-mentioned grouse as the valid species 
"Lagopus atavus JÄNOSSY, 1974", which presumably was an ancestral form to both recent 
European species of this genus.






























