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Abstract. 2658 bi rd bone remains identified, belonging to at least 70 species are described. 
They represent various habitats such as forest, open landscape, water-and-marsh and 
rocks. The most interesting species: Falco naumanni, Tringa cf. glareola,Lymnocryptes 
minimus, Chlidonias nigra, Coracias garrulus, Acrocephalus palustris and Monticola 
cf. saxatilis. The fauna is dated back to the Middle Ages.
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I. INTRODUCTION

A very rich Late Holocene fauna from Duża Sowa Cave was found in 1969 and 
explored in 1972 and 1979. The locality was described in a preliminary note (BOCHEŃSKI 
et al. 1983), which contains also full data about molluscs and bats, as well as fragmentary 
data about other groups of land vertebrates including birds.

Duża Sowa Cave (= Big Owl Cave) is a rock-shelter about 7 m long, situated in one 
of the limestone rocks on the left slope of the Kobylany Valley, ca 15 km NW of Kraków 
(50°9‘N; 19°47‘E). The bottom of the rock-shelter was covered by a several-dozen-cm- 
thick layer of loose limestone gravel mixed with humus and bone fragments. The 
sediments were homogeneous and no stratification could be distinguished. Analogous 
sediments were also found on a small rock shelf below the entrance to the rock-shelter. 
The whole material from the inside and a majority from the shelf were examined.

The bone material from Duża Sowa Cave was previously dated back to the Late 
Holocene, being deposited between the Atlanticum and the Middle Ages (BOCHEŃSKI et 
al. 1983). A few fragments of medieval pottery and iron tools were found in the upper part 
of the sediments. The animal remains originated, at least in their greater part, from owl 
pellets, most probably those of the Eagle Owl.




















