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Abstract. Thirty-eight bird species were found in the upper (coniferous) mountain forest 
zone (ca 1150-1360 m a.s.l.) on Mt Polica in 1987 and 1988. The density of pairs in the
10 ha sample plot in a timber spruce forest on the northern slopes of Polica was 
respectively 49 and 50 pairs/10 ha. In both years of investigation Fringilla coelebs, 
Erithacus rubecula, Regulus regulus, Prunella modularis and additionally in 1988, 
Parus ater were dominant species.
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I. INTRODUCTION

In Poland quantitative studies of bird communities in the upper (coniferous) mountain 
forest zone have hitherto been carried out in the Gorce Mts (KOZŁOWSKI 1974), Tatra Mts 
(G ło w a c iŃ S K I  &  PROFUS in press) and the Karkonosze Mts (DYRCZ 1973). In the High 
Beskids, in which Polica belongs, ornithological investigations have been concentrated 
on both the Polish (RlEBINlN 1962, BOCHEŃSKI 1970, WOŁK 1978) and the Slovakian 
side (STOLLMANN &  KOCIAN 1965, KARASKA 1989) of Babia Góra. They were faunistic 
investigations; only BOCHEŃSKI (1970) characterized the communities of birds of various 
habitats, including those of the upper mountain spruce forests, but exclusively on the basis 
of their frequency.

The Polica massif has not hitherto been explored and the occurence of a well-preserved 
natural spruce forest in the upper mountain forest zone there, relatively easy of access, 
caused that it was chosen as a study area in order to get to know the qualitative and 
quantitative composition of the community of breeding birds in that zone.
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