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Abstract. Nesting of Passer domesticus in the urban (879 nests), suburban (162 nests) 
and rural (191 nests) environments in Central Poland is discussed. Out of the 19 types of 
nest-sites disting guished, 18 were noted in towns, 11 in suburban areas and 12 in the 
country. The mean height of nest-sites above the ground was, respectively, 7.3,3.9, and 
5.8 m. The size of nests was determined by the spatial conditions of the places in which 
they were situated: the largest nests were found in towns, the smallest in suburbs and 
those of medium size in the country. While the nest size is generally marked by great 
variation, the dimensions of the nest cup show the smallest fluctuations. The amounts of 
building materials used range within very wide limits and so does their weight (from 15.3 
to 616.2 g).A great variety of materials, dependent on the environment, was also 
observed.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The House Sparrow is widely regarded as one of the few bird species which are almost 
Perfectly adapted to the ways of life in the urbanized environment. This opinion was 
Probably based on observations of the quite amazing plasticity of the behaviour of this 
species, the adaption of its breeding biology to the existing environmental conditions or 
its ability to adapt various nest-sites. However, there are still a great many unknown facts, 
onnected if not with other problems at least with this last one. Although the literature on 

the nests and nesting of this species is copious, yet the problem of the differentiation of 
the House Sparrow nests according to environmental conditions has rarely been treated 
as a subject of a detailed study. It was discussed in part, among other authors, by 
Kulczycki and M a zu r -G iera sińsk a  (1968), Iordache  (1970) and heij (1986) but 
their comparatively scanty material (respectively, 271, 223 and 144 nests) they as a rule












































