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Abstract. The bat colony in winter in the underground corridors of a line of fortifications 
near Strzaliny was investigated in the years 1980-82 and 1988-90. Bats distribution in 
the corridors, settlement of crevices, change in numbers and rate of return to their winter 
quarter was studied. In both periods 4 species of bats were found, these are: Myotis myotis, 
M. daubentoni, M. nattereri and Plecotus auritus. The maximum number in the colony 
was 300 individuals in the years 1980-82 which increased to 657 individuals in the years 
1988-90. Now it is a third biggest bat winter quarter in Poland. Myotis daubentoni was 
the dominating species in autumn, during the winter period numbers of all species were 
similar (there was a lack of distinct domination) and Myotis myotis dominated in the early 
spring. Some of the bats were ringed and a high rate of return to the same winter quarter 
was recorded, the greatest (67%) was found for Myotis myotis.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Poland is a country which is unequally explored on chiropterological grounds. So far, 
studies have concentrated on its southern and part of its central districts. The bat fauna

of Pomerania is one of the least recognized. The data from this province are fragmentary: 
they were published before and during the Ilnd World War by the German authors 
( H e r o l d  1934; U t t e n d o r f e r  1939; G a f f r e y  1944; E i s e n t r a u t  I960 - data from 
prewar years). After the war, there was no systematic research on this group of mammals 
and publications including information about bats from this region were scarce (SKURA- 
TOWICZ1968; R u p r e c h t  1971,1974; H a e n s e l  1973). A lot of data come from analysis




















