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Abstract. Pleistocene remains of Chionomys from Paleolithic cave sites of Northern 
Caucasus are described. Ch. gud and Ch. roberti are present in the region at least from 
the beginning of Middle Pleistocene while Ch. nivalis seems not to appear before 
Early/Middle Weichselian boundary.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Among voles of the genus Microtus (sensu lato), snow voles (Chionomys MILLER, 
1908) form a well defined group of taxa comprising three species: Chionomys nivalis 
(Ma r tin s , 1842), Ch. gud (Sa tu n in , 1909) and Ch. roberti (Th o m a s , 1908) (Gr o m o v , 
Po lyak o v  1977, Corbet  1978). They inhabit mountain regions of Europe (only Ch. 
nivalis) and some parts of Asia, including the Caucasus and Transcaucasia. Crucial for 
the reconstruction of the origin and history of Chionomys are studies of fossil materials 
from the Caucasus because only in this region do 3 recent species occur together.

Up to now, fossil remains of Chionomys from this region have been described mainly 
from southern slopes of the Greater Caucasus or Transcaucasia. Ch. roberti was mentioned 
from Acheulean and/or Mousterian levels of Sakazhya (VEKUA et al. 1980) and Tsona 
(V ek u a  et al. 1981). LYUBIN et al. (1971) noted Ch. ex gr. gud - roberti from Kepshin- 
skaya Cave while GROMOV and FOKANOV (1980) described this taxon from Kudaro 1. 
Bar y sh n ik o v  and Ch istyak o v  (1985) mentioned Ch. gud from Sary-Leget Cave. More 
comprehensive studies of the new material of CA. gud and Ch. roberti from Kudaro 1 and
































