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Obituary
Viktor Grigorievich NOVOKSHONOV
26.02. 1966 — 29. 01. 2003

Only a year has passed since we suffered a great loss in palacoentomology, the untimely death of
Vladimir ZHERIKHIN, a person of diverse and profound influence in the field and beyond. Now an-
other disaster comes, another great loss, even more unexpected. A young (under 37), talented, ver-
satile, and hardworking scientist of wide knowledge and long (for his age) list of publications, a nice
person, and one of the most promising contemporaneous palacoentomologists, Viktor NOVOK-
SHONOV has left us during the steep ascent of his scientific activity, when his life had just started im-
proving, after heavy storms had threatened both his private and university life. These storms were
the real cause of his untimely departure, with the immediate cause being an aneurysm brought about
by high blood pressure. He left behind in Perm his parents and sister, his daughter Katya (Ekaterina,
12) and son Nikita (8), and his closest friend Larisa ZUZHGOVA, who was his main support during
the last year of his life.
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Viktor graduated from the Geological Faculty of the Perm State University in 1990, and taught
there in 1990-1991. From December 1991 through December 1993 he was a postgraduate student at
the Palaeontological Institute, Russian Academy of Sciences, in Moscow. During these two years
he completed a three-year-long course of postgraduate education and defended the PhD thesis — a
very rare case, at least in the Russian postgraduate system. Since 1994, Viktor taught historical ge-
ology and general biology at the Perm University until he was forced to leave in 2002, and found
asylum at the Perm Regional Museum, unfortunately only for a short time.

After his undergraduate studies, Viktor’s main scientific interest became focussed on insects
from the famous Lower Permian (Kungurian) fossil site of Tshekarda (Chekarda), not far from the
city of Perm. While at the Palacontological Institute RAS in Moscow, he began to specialise in the
scorpionfly order (Panorpida or Mecoptera), and prepared his thesis “Early evolution of the scorpi-
onflies”, which was later extended into a book of the same title, published in 1997. In that book he
mainly considered Permian scorpionflies, but also examined the roots of extant families, as well as
the connections of scorpionflies to their related orders, in particular the origin and early evolution of
the caddisfly order Trichoptera. All of these topics became favourites of his subsequent research, re-
sulting in many publications, including his chapters in the book History of Insects.

At the same time, Viktor continued work on his earlier passions, viz., collecting, inventory and
description of the Tshekarda insect fauna, which also resulted in numerous publications, including a
review and annotated list of all insect taxa described from that locality (NOVOKSHONOV, 1998).

In addition to his research and general teaching practice at Perm University, Viktor devoted
much of his efforts to training further palacoentomologists at his alma mater. Unfortunately, due to
local resistance, this aspect of his activity was difficult at Perm University. Nevertheless, one of his
students, Daniil ARISTOV, is currently a promising postgraduate student at the Palacontological In-
stitute in Moscow.

Although Viktor NOVOKSHONOV left us so early and unexpectedly, he is still alive, not only as a
person in the memory of his friends, colleagues and students, but also through his living and devel-
oping ideas, by their expression in thoughts, discussions and research including his chapters on
scorpionflies in the book History of Insects.

3.03.2003
Alex RASNITSYN

Paleontological Institute
Russian Academy of Sciences
Profsoyuznaya Str. 123
Russia 117868 Moscow
e-mail: rasna@online.ru

LIST OF PUBLICATIONS

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1992. Caddisflies of the genus Kamopanorpa (Trichoptera, Microptysmatidae) from
the Kungurian of Tshekarda (Perm Region). Paleontologicheskiy Zhurnal, 3: 106-110 (in Russian).

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1992. New dragonfly species from the Permian of Middle Urals. [In:] Nasekomye v
estestvennykh i antropogennykh biotsenozakh Urala”. Materialy IV soveshchaniya entomologov Urala.
Ekaterinburg. Pp: 107-109. (In Russian).

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1992. Early evolution of caddisflies (Trichoptera). Zoologicheskiy Zhurnal, T1(12):
58-68. (In Russian).

NOVOKSCHONOV V. G. 1993. Die interessanten Bittacidenreste (Mecoptera Insecta) aus dem Jura von Eura-
sien. Russian Entomological Journal, 2(1): 57-62.

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1993. Miickenhafte (Mecoptera Bittacidae) aus dem Jura, Kreide and Paldogen von
Eurasien und ihre phylogenetischen Beziehungen. Russian Entomological Journal, 2(3-4): 75-86.

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1993. New and Little Known Permian Scorpion Flies (Insecta, Mecoptera=Panorpida)
of the Family Agetopanorpidae from Perm and Arkhangel’sk Oblasts. Paleontological Journal, 27(1A):
70-89.



Obituary — Viktor Grigorievich NOVOKSHONOV 13

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1993. Caddis Flies (Insecta, Trichoptera, Microptysmatidae). Paleontological Journal,
27(1A): 90-102.

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1993. New Insects (Insecta) from the Lower Permian of Chekarda (Central Urals). Pa-
leontological Journal, 27(1A): 172-178.

VILESOV A. P., NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1993. Permian Tillyardembiidae (Insecta; Grylloblattida). Paleonto-
logicheskiy Zhurnal, 3: 56-65. (In Russian).

NOVOKSHONOV V. G., SUKACHEVA L. D. 1993. New genus of caddis flies (Insecta; Trichoptera=Phryganeida)
from the Upper Permian of Kazakhstan. Paleontological Journal, 1A: 166-168.

NOVOKSHONOV V. G., SUKATSHEVA 1. D. 1993. Early evolution of caddisflies. Proc. 7" Internat. Symp. Tri-
choptera, Umel, Sweden, 3-8 Aug. 1992. Backhuys Publ., Leiden: 95-100.

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1994. Scorpionflies Permochoristidae, the closest common ancestors of the extant scor-
pionflies. Zoologicheskiy Zhurnal, 73(7-8): 58-70. (In Russian).

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1994. Permian scorpionflies (Insecta, Panorpida) of the families Kaltanidae, Permocho-
ristidae and Robinjohniidae. Paleontologicheskiy Zhurnal, 1: 65-76. (In Russian, English translation: Pale-
ontological Journal, 28(1): 79-95.

VILESOV A. P., NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1994. New fossil insects (Myrmeleontida, Jurinida) from the Upper
Permian in the Eastern Kazakhstan. Paleontologicheskiy Zhurnal, 2: 66-74. (In Russian, English translation:
Paleontological Journal, 28(2): 81-89?).

NOVOKSHONOV V. G., VILESOV A. P. 1994. A review of the fossil insects from the Kungurian of Tshekarda.
Materialy naychnoy konferentsii “Okhranyaemye prirodnye terrritorii...” Pt. 2. Perm: 78-80.

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1995. Permian scorpionflies (Insecta, Panorpida) of the family Permochoristidae. Pale-
ontologicheskiy Zhurnal, 1: 64-75. (In Russian).

NOVOKSCHONOV V. G. 1995. Der alteste Vertreter der Meropeidae (Mecoptera, Insecta). Paldontologische
Zeitschrift, 69(1-2): 149-152.

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1995. New fossil insects from the Kungurian of Tshekarda. Paleontologicheskiy Zhur-
nal, 3: 61-67. (In Russian).

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1995. New Hypoperlida (Insecta) from the Lower Permian of Chekarda (Perm Region).
Vestnik Permskogo Universiteta, Biologya, 1: 179-183.

STOROZHENKO S. Yu., NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1995 (1994). Revision of the Permian family Sojanoraphidiidae
(Grylloblattida). Russian Entomological Journal, 3(3-4): 37-39.

NOVOKSHONOV V. G., IVANOV V. D., SUKACHEVA L. D. 1996 (1995). New Jurassic caddis flies from Siberia
and Mongolia. Paleontological Journal, 29(4): 157-163.

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1996. Enigmatic organs of Jurassic scorpionflies Orthophlebiidae (Insecta, Mecoptera)
from Karatau. Zoologicheskiy Zhurnal, 75(10): 1491-1495. (In Russian).

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1996. The position of some Upper Permian Neuroptera. Paleontologicheskiy Zhurnal,
1: 39-47. (In Russian, English translation: Paleontological Journal, 30(1): 38-45).

NOVOKSHONOV V. G., STOROZHENKO S. Yu. 1996. New genus of the family Sojanoraphidiidae (Grylloblat-
tida) from Lower Permian of Ural. Far Eastern Entomologist, Vladivostok, 33: 1-4.

NOVOKSCHONOV V. G. 1997 (1996). Orthobittacus polymitus sp. nov. und Asiathauma sajsagulis gen. et sp.
nov., zwei fossile Mecoptera-Arten aus dem Jura von Kasachstan und Kirgisien. Russian Entomological
Journal, 5(1-4): 94-96.

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1997. Rannyaya evolyutsiya skorpionnits (Early Evolution ofScorpionflies (Insecta:
Panorpida)). Nauka, Moscow. 140 p. (In Russian).

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1997. New Triassic scorpionflies (Insecta: Mecoptera). Paleontologicheskiy Zhurnal,
6: 63-70. (In Russian, English translation: Paleontological Journal, 30(6): 628-635).

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1997. Some Mesozoic scorpionflies (Insecta: Panorpida = Mecoptera) of the families
Mesopsychidae, Pseudopolycentropodidae, Bittacidae, Permochoristidae. Paleontologicheskiy Zhurnal, 1:
65-71. (In Russian, English translation: Paleontological Journal, 31(1): 65-71).

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1997. New and little known Mesozoic Nannochoristidae (Insecta: Mecoptera). Vestnik
Permskogo Universiteta, 4: 126-136. (In Russian).

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1997. New taxa of fossil insects from the Lower Permian of the Middle Urals. Paleonto-
logicheskiy Zhurnal, 4: 39-44. (In Russian, English translation: Paleontological Journal, 31(4): 383-388).

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1997. New barmaley from the Upper Permian of Arkhangelsk Region (Insecta; Gryl-
loblattida: Tillyardebiidae). Vestnik Permskogo Universiteta, Biologiya, 3: 202-205.

RASNITSYN A. P., NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1997. On the morphology of Uralia maculata (Insecta: Diaphanopte-
rida) from the Early Permian (Kungurian) of Ural (Russia). Entomologia scandinavica, 28: 27-38.

NOVOKSCHONOV V. G., NOVOKSCHONOVA E. A. 1997. Okolpania favorabilis n.sp. (Neuroptera: Permithoni-
dae) aus dem unteren Perm des Urals. Paldontologische Zeitschrift, 71(1/2): 89-90.

NOVOKSHONOV V. G., NOVOKSHONOVA E. A. 1997. Neraphidia mitis gen. et sp. nov. (Insecta: Grylloblat-
tida: Protembiidae) from the Lower Permian of Tshekarda (Permian Reg.). Vestnik Permskogo Universiteta,
Geologya, 4: 123-125. (In Russian).



14 Obituary — Viktor Grigorievich NOVOKSHONOV

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1998. New insects (Insecta: Hypoperlida, Mischopterida, Jurinida) from the Lower Per-
mian of Tshekarda (Middle Urals). Paleontologicheskiy Zhurnal, 1: 50-57. (In Russian, English translation:
Paleontological Journal, 32(1): 46-53).

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1998. New fossil insects (Insecta: Grylloblattida, Caloneurida, Hypoperlida, Ordinis
Incertis) from the Kungurian Beds of the Middle Urals. Paleontologicheskiy Zhurnal, 4: 41-46. (In Russian,
English translation: Paleontological Journal, 32(4): 362-368).

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1998. Fossil insects of Chekarda. [In:] G. Yu. PONOMARYOVA, V.G. NOVOKSHONOV,
S.V. NaUGOLNYKH (Eds) — Chekarda — mestonakhozhdenie permskikh iskopaemykh rasteniy i naseko-
mykh. (Chekarda — The Locality of Permian Fossil Plants and Insects). Perm’ Univ., Perm’. Pp. 25-54. (In
Russian).

PONOMARYOVA G. Yu., NOVOKSHONOV V. G., NAUGOLNYKH S. V. 1998. Chekarda — mestonakhozhdenie
permskikh iskopaemykh rasteniy i nasekomykh (Chekarda — the Locality of Permian Fossil Plants and In-
sects). Perm’ Univ., Perm’. 92 p. (In Russian).

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1998. Some problems of scorpionfly evolution (Mecoptera). Zoologicheskiy Zhurnal,
77(6): 677-688. (In Russian).

SUKATCHEVA 1. D., NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1998. A new family of scorpionflies from the Mesozoic of Yakutia
(Insecta: Mecoptera, Sibiriothaumatidae fam.nov.). Paleontologicheskiy Zhurnal, 6: 50-52 (in Russian,
English translation: Paleontological Journal, 32(6): 596-597).

WILLMANN R., NOVOKSCHONOV V. G. 1998. Orthophlebia lithographica — die erste Mecoptere aus dem
Solnhofener Plattenkalk (Insecta: Mecoptera, Jura). Neues Jahrbuch fiir Geologie und Paldontologie,
Monatshefte, 9: 529-536.

WILLMANN R., NOVOKSCHONOV V. G. 1998. Neue Mecopteren aus dem oberen Jura von Karatau (Ka-
sachstan) (Insecta, Mecoptera: ‘Orthophlebiidae’). Paldontologische Zeitschrift, 72(3/4): 281-298.

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1999. New fossil insects (Insecta: Hypoperlida, Panorpida, Ordinis incertis) from the
Chekarda locality. Paleontologicheskiy Zhurnal, 1: 54-58 (in Russian).

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1999. Eine neue Notoptere aus dem unteren Perm des Urals (Insecta: Grylloblattida,
Lemmatophoridae). Neues Jahrbuch fiir Geologie und Paldontologie, Monatshefte, 11: 641-646.

NOVOKSHONOV V. G., WILLMANN R. 1999. On the morphology of Asthenohymen uralicum (Insecta;
Diaphanopterida: Asthenohymenidae) from the Lower Permian of Urals. Paleontological Journal,5: 65-71.

STOROZHENKO S. Yu., NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 1999. To the knowledge of the fossil family Permosialidae (In-
secta: Miomoptera). Far Eastern Entomologist, 76: 1-5.

NOVOKSHONOV V. G., ARISTOV D. S. 1999. Genus Sy/vaella (Insecta: Grylloblattida) ih the Lower Permian
of Tshekarda. Vestnik Permskogo Universiteta, Geologiya, 3: 109-114. (In Russian).

NOVOKSHONOV V. G., PAN’KOV N. N. 1999. A new aquatic larva (Plecopteroidea) from the Lower Permian of
the Ural. Neues Jahrbuch fiir Geologie und Paldontologie, Monatshefte, 4: 193-198.

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 2000. New fossil insects (Insecta: Grylloblattida, Ordinis Incertis) from the Lower Per-
mian of the Middle Urals. Paleontological Journal, 5: 42-47.

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 2000. New Palacomanteida = Miomoptera from the Lower Permian of Chekarda. Pale-
ontological Journal, 34(Suppl. 3): S303-S308.

ARISTOV D. S., NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 2000. Morphology of Sylvidelia latipennis MARTYNOV, 1940 (Insecta :
Grylloblattida: Ideliidae) from the Lower Permian of Urals. Materialy regional noy naychno-prakticheskoy
konferentsii “Geologiya i poleznye iskopaemye Zapadnogo Urala”. Perm, Perm University: 138-141. (In
Russian).

NOVOKSHONOV V. G., PAN’KOV N. N., ARISTOV D. S. 2000. Notes on the origin of stoneflies (Plecoptera).
Fauna, problemy ekologii, etologii i fiziologii vodnykh nasekomykh Rossii: Materialy VI Vserossiyskogo
trikhopterologicheskogo simpoziuma, I Vserossiyskogo simpoziuma po amfibioticheskim i vodnym nasko-
mym. Voronezh. Pp. 43-46. (In Russian).

NOVOKSHONOV V. G., RASNITSYN A. P. 2000. New enigmatic group of insects (Insecta, Psocidea, Tshekar-
cephalidae) from Tshekarda (Lower Permian of the Middle Urals. Paleontological Journal, 34(Suppl. 3):
S284-S287

NOVOKSHONOV V. G., RASNITSYN A. P. 2000. New species of Palacomantiida=Miomoptera (Insecta) from
the Lower Peermian of Tshekarda (Perm Region). Vestnik Permskogo Universiteta, Geologiya, 6: 41-47. (In
Russian).

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 2001. New and little-known representatives of the family Hypoperlidae (Insecta: Hy-
poperlida). Paleontologicheskiy Zhurnal, 1: 41-44. (In Russian, English translation: Paleontological Jour-
nal, 35(1): 40-44.

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 2001. New Triassic scorpionflies (Insecta, Mecoptera) from Kyrgyzstan. Paleontologi-
cheskiy Zhurnal, 3: 57-54. (In Russian, English translation: Paleontological Journal, 36(3): 281-288).

NOVOKSHONOV V. G., SUKATCHEVA I. D. 2001. The fossil Scorpionflies of “suborder” Paratrichoptera (In-
secta: Mecoptera). Paleontologicheskiy Zhurnal, 2: 66-75. (In Russian, English translation: Paleontological
Journal, 35(2): 173-182).



Obituary — Viktor Grigorievich NOVOKSHONOV 15

NOVOKSHONOV V. G. 2002. Order Panorpida LATREILLE, 1802. The scorpionflies. [In:] A. P. RASNITSYN, D.
L. J. QUICKE (eds) — History of Insects. Dodrecht, Kluwer Academic Publishers. Pp. 194-199.

NOVOKSHONOV V. G., IVANOV V. V., ARISTOV D. S. 2002. New insects from the Upper Permian of Urals.
Paleontologicheskiy Zhurnal, 2: 1-4. (In Russian).

NOVOKSHONOV V. G., ZHUZHGOVA L. V 2002. Palaecomantis laeta. sp., the third representative of the genus
Palaeomantis from the Lower Permian of Chekarda. Neues Jahrbuch fiir Geologie und Palcontologie,
Monatshefte, 6: 373-376.



