
Acta zoologica Cracoviensia, 44(4): 431-433, Kraków, 28 Dec., 2001

Acanthaphodius bruchi A. SCHM ID T, 1909, 
femina nondum cognita 

(Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae: Aphodiinae)

Marco D e l l a c a s a ,  Zdzisława S t e b n i c k a

Received: 5 Sept., 2001

Accepted for publication: 15 Oct., 2001

D e l l a c a s a  M., St e b n ic k a  Z. 2001. Acanthaphodius bruchi A.S c h m id t , 1909, femina 
nondum cognita (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae: Aphodiinae). Acta zoologica Cracoviensia, 
44(4): 431-433.

Abstract. The hitherto unknown female of Acantaphodius bruchi A. SCHMIDT is de­
scribed, new data on distribution are given, pertinent morphological details are illustrated.
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Among unidentified Aphodiinae material preserved in the collection of the Canadian Museum 
of Nature, Ottawa (Canada) we had the chance to find several specimens of Acanthaphodius bruchi 
A. S c h m id t, 1909 (Fig. 1), represented by both sexes. As far as we know the female is still un­
known, so we take the opportunity to check up its dimorphic characters.

The genus Acanthaphodius (type species: Acanthaphodius bruchi A. SCHMIDT, 1909, by mono­
typy) is easily distinguishable from the other Aphodiinae genera by the following characters found 
in both sexes:

-  fore tibia with two distal teeth at outer margin and third tooth perpendicular to front margin; 
terminal spur lacking, tarsus located at inner angle of tibia

-  metastemum relatively long; fourth abdominal sternite strongly narrowed at middle, 2-3 times 
narrower than fifth sternite

-  pronotal sides with slight oblique swellings

The sexual dimorphism is exceptionally accentuate. The sexes show the following peculiar 
characters:
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