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Abstract. Limnometra thirumalaii sp.n, from Kerala, South India, is described and illus
trated. A key to the Indian species of Limnometra MAYR, 1865, is presented.
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INTRODUCTION

Approximately thirty species of the water strider genus Limnometra M a y r , 1865, are widely 
distributed from Reunion to Australia and to the western Pacific islands. Many species are endemic 
to a certain region or a single island. The highest diversity is found in the rain forests of the Malay 
Archipelago, especially on the islands Sulawesi and Borneo. Species of Limnometra inhabit various 
kinds of stagnant water or the most lentic parts of streams in tropical forests. Only some of them are 
adapted to live in secondary habitats, which have been disturbed by man, and are frequently col
lected.

T hese usually  large and beautifu lly  coloured w ater striders attracted the attention  o f  taxonom ists 
since early  tim es o f  entom ology. F or the first tim e, Limnometra has been taxonom ically  revised  by 
H u n g e r fo r d  & M a t su d a  (1958). N ieser  & C hen  (1992) review ed and keyed the species o f  
M alesia (except the Philippines), A n d e r se n  & W eir  (1997) those o f  A ustralia, and Z ett el  &  
C h en  (2000) those o f  the Philippine Islands. O ccasionally  still new  species are d iscovered and de
scribed (see, e.g. Po l h em u s  & P o l h em u s  1997; Z e t t e l , in press). This paper presents the descrip 
tion o f  a new  species from  South India, from  w here so far only tw o other species have been know n. 
T erm inology follow s earlier papers o f  the author (e.g. Z ett el  & C hen  2000).
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