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Abstract. The crenator-group, nugator-group and perforatus-group of the New World 
species of Ataenius HAROLD are revised. Twenty seven species are recognized, including 
8 species from South America described as new: A. crenator-group -  buenavistae sp.n., 
tambopotae sp.n.; A. nugator-group -  bolivari sp.n., guayasi sp.n., ocumarensis sp.n., 
pseudocommunis sp.n., tovarensis sp.n.; A. perforatus-group -yungasus sp.n. The 18 pre
viously used names are considered valid, 8 synonoms and one replacement name are pro
posed as follows: A. arrowi HINTON (= leleupi PETROVITZ, syn. n.); A. chapini HINTON 
(= frankorum  DELOYA, syn. n.); A. crenator HAROLD (= nigritus PETROVITZ, syn. n.), 
A. nugator HAROLD (= bolivianus HINTON, syn. n., = duplex HINTON, syn. n.); A. opatri- 
nus HAROLD (= narialis PETROVITZ, syn. n., = paraperforatus DELOYA & IBAŃEZ- 
BERNAL, syn. n., = woodruffi CARTWRIGHT, syn. п.); A. talpoides nom. n. (= talpa BALTHASAR). 
A key is provided, each taxon is diagnosed and illustrated, available biological informa
tion and distribution data are given. Phylogenetic hypothesis is presented for the relation
ships among discussed taxa.

Key words: Scarabaeidae, Aphodiinae, Ataenius, species-groups, New World, taxon
omy, new species, phylogeny.

Zdzisława STEBNICKA, Institute of Systematic and Evolution of Animals, Polish Acad
emy of Sciences, Sławkowska 17, 31-016 Kraków, Poland.
E-mail: stebnicka@isez.pan.krakow.pl

I. INTRODUCTION

The present revision of the three species-groups of the genus A taenius  HAROLD is the first in the 
series in which I am attempting to cover several monophyletic groups of approximately 180 Neo
tropical and Nearctic species of A taenius  sensu stricto, representing one of the largest and most 
morphologically diverse genera of the Aphodiinae. In the present and following revisions of the 
groups, the detailed data are restricted to the Neotropical representatives of A taenius  (Central and
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