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Abstract. A junior synonym for Setanodosa tetrabrachta SALMON, 1942 (Collembola: 
Brachystomellidae) is provided. Some comments on the original description are enclosed.
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IN T R O D U C TIO N

In 1942 SALMON described Setanodosa tetrabrachta from Red Rocks, Cook Strait in New Zea­
land. Two years later he described another new species Setanodosa quinseta from Signall Hill and 
Sullivan’s Dam, Dunedin, New Zealand. The former species was found under the bark of Karaka 
trees and the latter was beaten from manuka and bush layer. MASSOUD (1965) redescribed B. quin­
seta. Both, SALMON and M a s s o u d  did not differentiate these species. In 1967 M a s s o u d  presented 
a key to the Setanodosa in which he differentiated B. tetrabrachta and B. quinseta by the number of 
capitated setae on tibiotarsi (three setae in B. tetrabrachta and five in B. quinseta), by the number of 
vesicles in Postantennal organ (five-six vesicles in B. tetrabrachta and four in B. quinseta), and by 
the size (1 mm for B. tetrabrachta and 2.1 mm for B. Quinseta).

We studied the type material of both species and we concluded that Setanodosa quinseta 
SALMON, 1944 is a junior synonym of Setanodosa tetrabrachta SALMON, 1942. Below we enclose 
some comments on the original description. It was impossible to present the entire chaetotaxy, be­
cause the specimens had been preserved in the diaphane-medium.
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