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Abstract. Hornietus gen. nov. for Nearctic Pleurophorus ventralis HORN is described and 
placed in the tribe Aphodiini. Cladistic analysis shows a sister group relationship between 
new genus and the Aphodius-complex.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Recently, while examining the material from the U. S. National Museum of Natural History in 
Washington DC (USNM), I found a series of specimens identified as Saprosites ventralis. This spe
cies was originally described by HORN (1887) in the genus Pleurophorus M u ls. belonging to the 
tribe Psammodiini, and subsequently transferred by CHAPIN ( 1940) to Saprosites REDT. in the tribe 
Eupariini. Although the species is similar in a general appearance to the members of Saprosites, a 
number of consistent character states separate it from Saprosites and from other species of the tribe 
Eupariini and appear to warrant generic status in the Aphodiini complex.
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Hornietus gen. nov.

T y p e - s p e c i e s  P leurophorus ventralis  HORN, 1887.

D i a g n o s i s .  Body elongate, glabrous. Head moderate in size, elevated at middle; gena 
small, weakly prominent. Pronotum transverse, slightly tumid in anterior fourth, anterior angles 
rounded, not produced, posterior angles truncate; lateral and basal marginal line strong, grooved 
with row of large punctures inside groove. Scutellum rounded at apex. Elytra lobed apically, lack
ing basal margination, humeral denticles small, acute; epipleural margin distinctly upturned in pos
terior half with row of punctures of the same size as those along pronotal margin; elytral striae deep,
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