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Abstract. A survey was made of house dust mites from dwellings, hospitals and some pub
lic utilities (libraries, research laboratories) in several Upper Silesian towns. More than 30 
mite species were found of which the most abundant and common were pyroglyphids, 
Dermatophagoides farinae and D. pteronyssinus. The majority of mites (97.65%) were 
found in samples from dwellings, especially in dust from upholstery furniture, couches,
sofas and beds.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Mites occuring in house dust, besides the ticks (Acari: Ixodida) are one of the most medically 
important group of mites. These mites, especially several species from the family Pyroglyphidae 
(Acaridida), are considered a main cause of house dust atopy (VOORHORST et al. 1964, 1969; 
W h a r t o n  1976; B o c z e k  1980b; r o u e s s a r t  1981).

Three m ite species, nam ely  D erm atophagoides p teronyssinus  (TROUESSART, 1897), D. fa r in a e  
H u g h e s  1961 and E uroglyphus m aynei (COOREMAN, 1950) are m ost com m on and m ost abun
dantly found in house dust th roughout the w orld ( A r l i a n  1989; H a l l a s  1991 ; PLATTS-MlLLS et al. 
1992- P ope  et al. 1993). These m ites have been show n to produce allergens causing  atopic allerg ies 
in hum ans, know n in m edicine as house-dust-m ite atopy (MOSBECH 1985; A be  & ISHII 1987; 
A r l i a n  1991; A r l i a n  et al. 1993a, b; H a l l a s  1991; C o l l o f f  et al. 1992, F a in  et al. 1990, S c h o u  
& L in d  1991; P l a t t s - M i l l s  e t  al. 1 9 9 2 ;T o v e y  1992;T 0V E Y  e t  al. 1981, T o v e y  & B a ld o  1990, 

Pope et al. 1993).
In Poland, knowledge of their prevalence is still poor (C h m ie le w sk i 1995b, SOLARZ 1995b, 

1996b, 1998) and the number of faunistic publications is meager. These publications include sur
veys on pyroglyphid mites in house dust in Bydgoszcz (ROMAŃSKI et al. 1977), Warsaw (SamO- 
LIŃSKI et al. 1989), Poznań (DZIĘCIOŁOWSKI 1994, CHMIELEWSKI 1995 b), Lublin (G ie r y n g  et al. 
1995) and Upper Silesia (HORAK 1987; HORAK et al. 1996, SOLARZ 1983,1986,1989,1996a, 1997, 
1998; Ś p iew ak  et al. 1995), in dust from nursery schools in Lublin (G ie r y n g  et al. 1995), in dust
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