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Abstract The morphological variability within the species Trichocera regelationis is il
lustrated and discussed; following characters are dealt with in the males: size, body and 
wing colour, first two antennal segments and two last palpal segments, height of VIII ster
nite height of the gonocoxal bridge, shape of parameres and of basal and lateral apode
mes’ In the females' shape of ovipositor, width of the genital fork and gap between the 
bristles of supragenital plate. Mode of working of tarsal claws and their sexual dimor
phism in this species is discussed.
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I. IN T R O D U C TIO N

Holarcties EDWARDS (1938) a n d  TOKUNAGA (1938), the first in Europe and the latter in Japan, 
were the first authors which observed the variability in the wing spots .Both noted that a part from a
single spot on cross-vein r-m, also an additional cloud may appear on m- cu. D a ( .  ) Y
the differences in shape of the gonostylus, bridge, in arrangement of setae on margin of sternite X 
and in the shape of lateral apodemes o f the aedeagus She also compared autumn and spring popula
tions and did not find differences between them. Other hints on variability come from comparison 
Of drawings and descriptions of various authors. The body colour was defined as brownish black 
(M eigen  1818, TOKUNAGA 1938), but also as red! (L aw ren ce 1957) Ovipositor is strongly 
curved and with massive base in TOKUNAGA (1938), and more slender in D a h l ( 1966). The vaginal 
fork is thin over entire length in D a h l ( 1966), but with widened apical portion in P r a t t  (1987). All 
this infonnation leads to the question whether the authors mean the same species; the question is es
sential in view of absence of a holotype, with the lectotype in poor condition, devoid of the abdomen 
(D a h l, 1966). My observations on different European populations led me to conclusion that the 
species is very variable in size, colour of the body, expression of wing spots and clouds. Larger 
specimens, with well defined additional clouds, may be taken for 7. maculipennis MEIGEN, 1818. 
Specimens bleached by the time in old collections may be taken for T. rufescens EDWARDS, 1938,
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