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New genus of Pseudachorutinae (Collembola, Neanuridae)
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Abstract. Minotaurella gen. nov. is created and the description of the new species from 
Crete is given. Anurida banyulensis DENIS, 1947 is transfered in the new genus.

Key words: Collembola, Neanuridae, Pseudachorutinae, new genus, new species, Crete.

Wanda Maria WEINER, Institute of Systematics and Evolution of Animals, Polish Acad­
emy of Sciences, Sławkowska 17, Pl-31-016 Kraków, Poland, 
e-mail: weiner@isez.pan.krakow.pl

So far, only a few genera (Pseudachorutella STACH, 1949, Pseudachorutes TULLBERG, 1871 
and Pratanurida R u s e k , 1973) of Pseudachorutinae have been found in Crete (E llis 1976). In the 
sample coming from the environs of Rethymnon a new species is discovered. It has to belong to a 
new genus which shares some characters with the following genera: Anurida LABOULBÈNE, 1865; 
Lanzhotia RUSEK, 1985; Micranurida BÖRNER, 1901 and Rusekella D e h a r v e n g , 1982.
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Minotaurella gen. nov.

T y p e  s p e c i e s .  Minotaurella isabellae sp. n.

E t y m o l o g y .  The genus is named after the mythological monster Minotaur.
D i a g n о s i s. Habitus as in Fig. 1; large head, strong antennae (placed closely together), 

abdomen VI rather narrow, body coarsely granulated, raised fields (tubercles) present. Antennal 
segments III and IV fused dorsally, ventral guard sensillum in sensory organ of antennal segment III 
S-shaped. Dorsoexternal microsensillum and subapical organite present, large apical vesicle sim­
ple, irregular and non-retractile. Eyes absent. Postantennal organ present. Maxilla with strong 
toothed capitulum and two serrated lamellae. Mandibula with 5-6 teeth. Labium with long seta L on 
very low papilla. Retinaculum absent, vestigial furca reduced to two very low tubercles, slightly 
marked, with 3-4 microchaetae each. Tibiotarsi with reduced number of setae ( 13, 13 and 12 in type 
species); setae T absent, seta M present.

D i s c u s s i o n .  Minotaurella gen. nov. seem s to belong  to the group o f  fo llow ing gen ­
era: Anurida LABOULBÈNE, 1865; Lanzhotia RUSEK, 1985; Micranurida BÖRNER, 1901 and 
Rusekella DEHARVENG, 1982; all characterized by the strong reduction  o f  furca: only a furcal ves­
tige w ith 1-4+1-4 m icrochaetae p resen t (D e h a r v en g  1982, FJELLBERG 1998, JORDANA e t  al. 1997, 
RUSEK 1985). Like Lanzhotia RUSEK, 1985 the new  genus differs from  all o ther genera by reduced
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