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Abstract. A remarkable new species of Aleocharinae, Ocalea phrenetica sp. n. is de
scribed and illustrated from South Poland. Its affinity with related species is discussed.
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The genus Ocalea E r i c h s o n , 1837 contains more than 40 species and is distributed through the 
Neotropical, Nearctic, Palearctic, Oriental and Indo-Australian zoogeographical regions. There are 
at least twenty one Palearctic species ( B e r n h a u e r  and S c h e e r p e l t z  1926, L o h s e  1974, F a g e l  
1957, P a c e  1999, S c h e e r p e l t z  1937).

In connection with a study staphylinids diversity in Polish Carpatian, a remarkable new species 
of Ocalea was discovered. This species, described here as O. phrenetica sp. n., differs from all pre
viously known species of the genus by an unique shape of spermatheca.

The type material is deposited in the Institute of Systematics and Evolution of Animals PAS, 
Kraków, Poland.

Ocalea phrenetica sp.n.

(Fig- 1)

M a t e r i a l .  Holotype, ?: Poland, Pogórze Przemyskie, Łodzinka Górna, 15.x. 1996, leaf 
litter in alder brushwoods along Wiar river, leg. G. P a śn ik . Paratype, ? : same data as holotype

D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  f e m a l  e. Length 5.3-5.5 mm. Body convex, parallel-sided, 
shining; ground colour black; pronotum pitchy brown, elytra reddish-brown, posterior margins of 
abdominal tergites dark red, legs and antennae red.

Head semicircular, narrower than pronotum, eyes minutely protruding from lateral contours of 
head, length of each seen from above subequal to that of postocular region; surface of head with 
very fine, indistinct transverse microsculpture; punctation moderately coarse and moderately 
dense, rather superficial. Antennae robust, slightly increase in width to apex, antennomere 3 as long 
as 2, antennomeres 4-6 longer than wide, antennomeres 7-10 subquadrate.
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