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Abstract. Three new species of the genus Acrotona THOMSON, 1859 from Southern Po
land are described and illustrated: Acrotona beskidica sp.n., A. otrytica sp.n, and A.fores- 
tica sp.n. The beskidica-group for new species of Acrotona is established, the affinities 
with related species are discussed. Ten species are transferred from the genus Atheta sub
genus Mocyta MULSANT et Rey , 1873, to Acrotona.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Acrotona THOMSON, 1859 is one of the largest genus of the tribe Athetini. It currently contains 
over 200 species distributed throughout all zoogeographical regions.

There w as considerable d isagreem ent am ong early  authors concerning the status o f  Acrotona. 
T h o m so n  (1859) established it as a genus o f  the tribe A thetini, but G a n g l b a u e r  (1895), Fen y es  
( 1920), B e r n h AUER and Sc h e e r pe l t z  ( 1926), C a m er o n  ( 1939) and subsequent authors regarded 
this taxon as a subgenus o f  Atheta. In the m ost recent study o f  Acrotona subgenus, B r u n d in  (1952) 
recorded 29 Palearctic species in 11 species groups. Later, LOHSE (1974) based prim arily  on the m i
crosculpture o f  the tergite 8 and shape of the genitalia  (especially  the shape o f  sperm atheca), trans
ferred the fung i-group o f  Acrotona sensu B r u n d in ) to the new ly adopted  subgenus Mocyta M uls. 
et R e y . Y osii & Sa w a d a  ( 1976) w ere the first to raise the subgenus Acrotona again to the generic 
rank. T his concept have been accepted only by Seev er s  (1978) and M u o n a  (1993), the later 
authors still m aintained the subgeneric LOHSE’s treatm ent. H ow ever, in m y opinion, subgenus Mo
cyta shares all the subgeneric characters o f  Acrotona and the characters used to d istinguish  these 
tw o subgenera do not ju s tify  their separation. T ransverse m icroscu lp ture  on terg ite 8, characteristic  
for species o f  the subgenus Mocyta, occurs also in som e species o f  Acrotona. The shape o f  the sper
m atheca, although typical, seem s to be insufficient as a basis for estab lish ing  separate subgenera. In 
addition, the new  species described herein, should be assigned to the Mocyta based  on the m ost o f  
m orphological characters bu t they have a com pletely  d ifferen t type o f  sperm atheca. M oreover, cre
ating new  subgenera based on superficial and subjective features results in d ifficulties in d istin 
guishing num erous species and associating  them  w ith subgeneric nam es. T herefore, I am 
supporting  S e e v e r s ’ v iew  (1978), that som e subgenera should be elevated  to the generic rank. 
M oreover, in m y opinion som e subgenera should be also synonym ized w ith som e o ther subgenera 
and groups o f  species can be introduced instead. Such classification  facilitates identification  on 
both a generic and subgeneric level.
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