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Abstract. The distribution of Rhopobota is discussed, 34 species are listed and grouped in 
the zoogeograophic units. Four new species (cicatrix, macroceria, microceria, unidens) 
are described from the Neotropical Region from which this genus has never been re
corded.
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I. GENERAL

The three following genera, Erinaea M eyrick , 1907, Norma HEINRICH, 1923, and Kundyra 
HEINRICH, 1923 were synonimized with Rhopobota LEDERER, 1859 by B row n (1979). Then 
B row n (1983) sunk Eumarissa C la rk e , 1976 in this genus. The genus Griselda H einrich, 1923 
frequently used to contain some species of Rhopobota was synonymized by BROWN (1983) with 
Epinotia HÜBNER, [1825]).

In the last mentioned paper BROWN listed 26 species of Rhopobota from the Holarctic, Oriental 
Region and Oceania. RAZOWSKI (1999) listed 15 Palaearctic species. Only three species were re
corded from Nearctic region, and there were no data from the Neotropical region to date.

The only four species discovered now in this region come from the Dominican Republic, His
paniola. They do not differ much from the known species. In the male genitalia the neck of valva is 
slender and ventral portion of the cucullus is large. The differences between them are mainly in the 
distal processes of the tegumen. The number of species suggests that the spéciation in Hispaniola is 
high. It is thus surprising that no species was found in the remaining islands of the Caribbean Sea 
neither in rather well explored Mexico. The number of Nearctic species is also very low. Now 34 
species are included in Rhopobota.

One only can suppose that the center of distribution of this genus was in the Oriental region. The 
more accurate location is for the time being impossible on the basis of the present study. A discov
ery of four species in Vietnam suggests that it is widely spread throughout the region and further 
collections in any other territory shall bring many new data.
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