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Tortricidae (Lepidoptera) from Ecuador
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Abstract. 59 species are listed. Two genera (Markia, Azuayacana) and 20 species (Phalo­
nidia bassii, Saphenista tufinoa, Aethes nuda, Exoletuncus nivesanus, Proathorybia 
Chlidonias, Markia trifascia, Netechma cerusata, Seticosta cerussograpta, Hynhamia mi- 
crosocia, Inape bicornis, I. papaliactana, Oregocerata cladognathos, Terinebrica poly- 
cornuta, Argyrotaenia chillana, Polyortha maculata, Orthocomotis grandisocia, O. 
expansa, Omiostola youngi, Azuayacana cidnochroa, Epinotia lanceata, E. zamorata, 
Cryptophlebia azuaya) are described as new, Tortrix minima WLSM. is transferred to 
Proathorybia, and Tortrix spoliana Z. is synonimizsed with Argryrotaenia dispositana Z.
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I. GENERAL

The tortricine faunas of the particular countries of the Neotropical Region are rather little known 
and the data are dispersed in various publications. In many cases they are not veryfied. The groups 
of Tortricidae, usually its tribes, have been studied only recently (e.g. Euliini of Peru RAZOWSKI,
1997, Euliini of Chile, in press). These studies allow us to suppose that the examined faunas are rich 
and diverse and that only innumerous species are recorded from other, even neighbouring countries. 
For instance there are four species known both from Ecuador and Colombia and only single species 
recorded from Ecuador and Costa Rica or Argentina. The publication of their faunas seems thus jus­
tifiable. The only conclusion we may draw at present is that our knowledge on the Neotropical fauna 
is still superficial even as concerns a few better studied groups, e.g. the cochylines. Some other 
groups, as for instance, almost all tribes of Olethreutinae, are little studied.

This preliminary list of Tortricidae from Ecuador contains only the data verified by me or the 
species described from this country. The most abundant tribes, as almost everywhere in South 
America, are Cochylini and Euliini. The Archipiini are represented by only five species, among 
them three species of Argyrotaenia. This genus is certainly the most abundant in the New World. 
Atteriini and Sparganothini are known of two and one species, respectively, but some species found 
in the material examined were excluded (Dr. J. A. POWELL, Berkeley, the specialist of these groups 
was asked to describe them). Whilst in Polyorthini there are nine species, the Chlidanotini are repre­
sented in Ecuador by only three ones. Each tribe of Olethreutinae is represented by a few species. It 
is interesting that there are two species of Epinotia, the genus known mainly from the Nearctic. This
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