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Abstract: The systematic status of all known species of the feather mite genus Montchad
skiana DUBININ, 1951 (Magimeliinae) is analyzed. Five new species of the genus are de
scribed from the plumage of shore birds (Charadriiformes): Montchadskiana 
(.Montchadskiana) prosoboniae sp. nov. from Prosobonia cancellata, M. (M ) glareolae 
sp. nov. from Tringa glareola, M. (M.) tridentata sp. nov. from Catoptrophorus semipal- 
matus, M. (M.) guttifera sp. nov. from Tringa guttifer, M. (Aphyllochaeta) dubinini sp. 
nov. from Calidris pusilla. M. (M.) heteractitidis DUBININ, 1956 is synonymized with M. 
(M.) totani DUBININ, 1951. M. (M.) minutus DUBININ, 1951 and M. (M.)phalaropi DUB
ININ, 1951 are synonymized with M. (M.)fascigerus (MÉGNIN and Trouessart, 1884). 
A key to all described species of the genus is provided.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Feather mites of subfamily Magimeliinae (Pterolichidae) inhabit exclusively shore birds of the 
suborders Charadrii and Scolopaci (Charadriiformes). These mites are well adapted to live on vanes 
of flight feathers in conditions of strong air-flow and reciprocal friction of feathers during flight. 
Both sexes of these mites have an elongated, flat body covered with well developed dorsal shields 
and legs inserted laterally. Males always possess well developed opisthosomal lobes.

The subfamily Magimeliinae included up to present five genera with 24 species ( V a s y u k o v a  
and M iro n o v  1991). The genus M ontchadskiana  is the most numerous one among genera of the 
subfamily. This genus primarily comprised 12 species (DUBININ 195 1b). Three of them were subdi
vided into 8 subspecies. Then DUBININ (1956) added 3 new species and divided the genus into four 
subgenera (M ontchadskiana  s.s., A phyllochaeta , P ilochaeta  and Triphyllochaeta). Two of them 
(P ilochaeta  and Triphyllochaeta ) were elevated by G a u d  (1972) to the generic rank. One species
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