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Abstract. Lectotypes of Ataenius crenator HAROLD, 1876,A .purator  HAROLD, 1868 and 
A. transversarius SCHMIDT, 1909 are designated and discussed. Six species of Ataenius 
HAROLD are recognized synonyms: A. auropunctatus PETROVITZ, 1973 (= petrovitzi 
Balthasar , 1960), A. drifti EndrOdi. 1963 (= opacipennis Schm idt , 1910), A. gothi 
Balthasar , 1933 and A. splendens ENdrödi, 1963 (= purator Harold , 1868), 
A. granulipennis PETROVITZ, 1973 (= carinatipennis PETROVITZ, 1973) and A. lorettii 
MARTINEZ, 1952 (= complicatus Harold , 1869). Ataenius transversarius SCHMIDT, 
1909 is transferred to Phalangochaeta MARTINEZ, Dialytes impressus PETROVITZ, 1963 to 
Ataenius HAROLD and Saprosites convexus HAROLD, 1880 to Aphotaenius CARTWRIGHT 
with A. colombiensis CARTWRIGHT, 1952 a new junior synonym.
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The tribe Eupariini sensu lato is an extremely diverse component of the Neotropical biota with 
numerous genera and with groups of vicarious spccies being closely related to those o f the United 
States. Many taxa are centered in Mexico and Middle America, whereas others are widely distrib
uted from Mexico to Argentina. The species were commonly misidentified by taxonomists, due to 
their pronounced variability and a poorly known distribution This confusion was reduced in part by 
CHALUMEAU ( 1992) who drew attention to the synonymies o f several species. During ongoing stud
ies on the Neotropical genus Ataenius and its allies (Stebnicka 1997; 1999 in press), I have found 
further nomenclatural shortcomings that require clarification. Two new combinations, several in
stances o f new synonymy and data on distribution are presented here. In addition, this paper desig
nates lectotypes for three species, where all available informations show that each awaits a formal 
designation in accordance with Art. 74 of the International Code o f Zoological Nomenclature.

The following acronyms indicate depositories for the type-material and other specimens exam
ined:
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