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Faunistical notes on Amemboa ESAKI (Heteroptera: Gerridae) 
from Laos and Viet Nam, with description of a new species

ZETTEL H. 1998. Faunistical notes on Amemboa ESAKI (Heteroptera: Gerridae) from 
Laos and Viet Nam, with description of a new species. Acta zool, cracov., 41(2): 169-172.

Abstract. Amemboa (s.str.) laotica sp.n, is described from Laos and compared with the 
closely related A. cristata POLHEMUS & ANDERSEN, 1984. Amemboa (s.str.) javanica  
HJNDBLAD, 1933, A. (s.str.) speciosa POLHEMUS & ANDERSEN, 1984, and A. (Amemboi- 
des) velaris POLHEMUS & ANDERSEN, 1984, are newly recorded from Laos, and A. (Am- 
emboides)perlata POLHEMUS & ANDERSEN, 1984, is newly recorded from Laos and Viet 
Nam.
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The genus Amemboa ESAKI, 1925, presently unites 27 Oriental water strider species in two sub
genera. All species are small and very uniform in external features, but show excellent diagnostic 
characters in male genitalia and grasping armatures on the male foreleg. Species are usually found 
in small shaded pools on the banks of streams.

Amemboa was taxonomically revised by POLHEMUS & ANDERSEN (1984). Since then, a few 
species have been described from Thailand, Viet Nam, and Borneo (ZETTEL 1995, ZETTEL & CHEN
1996, 1997). ZETTEL & CHEN ( 1996) listed nine species from Viet Nam; a tenth species is recorded 
in this paper. Twelve species are known from Thailand (POLHEMUS & ANDERSEN 1984, ZETTEL & 
CHEN 1997). Only two species have been recorded from Laos so far: Amemboa (s.str.) horvathi 
Esaki, 1926, has been described from a single female from “Annam, Laos”, but as females of most 
species of the subgenus Amemboa are presently not distinguishable, the identity of A  horvathi must 
remain uncertain (see POLHEMUS & ANDERSEN 1984). The second species is Amemboa (Amemboi- 
des) sexualis POLHEMUS & ANDERSEN, 1984, a very distinct species, which up to now is only 
known from the type specimens collected in three different sites in Laos.

The present paper gives new records for five additional species from Laos, one of which is unde
scribed, and a new record for one species from Viet Nam, which is based on recently studied speci
mens.

Specimens are deposited in the Natural History Museum Vienna, if not otherwise mentioned.
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