
Acta zool, cracov., 40(1): 53-55, Kraków, 25 July. 1997

New grasshopper species of the genus Conophyma (Orthoptera: 
Acrididae) from the Pamirs
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Abstract: Conophyma poimazaricum  sp.n., is described from the north-eastern Pamirs 
(Vanch Range). The new species is a member of the southern group of this genus and 
resembles some forms from the Darvaz Range.
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The genus Conophyma includes about 90 described species inhabiting the mountains of Central 
Asia from Elburz to the Western Himalayas and from Dzungarian Alatau to Baluchistan (MIST
SHENKO 1952; Ser g e e v  1992, 1993, 1995). Almost all the species of this genus are montane 
endemics of this area. Its taxonomy is highly complicated. In fact, the genus Conophyma should 
be revised after studying male and female genitalic complexes. Unfortunately, epiphallic sclerites 
of only a few species are described to date.

The new species described below is a member of the southern Pamiro-Allay group of 
Conophyma. The holotype is deposited in the Zoological Institute, Russian Academy of Sciences 
(St. Petersburg), while the remaining paratypes are in the Zoological Museum of the Institute for 
Systematics and Ecology of Animals SB RAS (Novosibirsk) and in the Department of General 
Biology, Novosibirsk State University.
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Conophyma poimazaricum  Ser g e e v  & P o k iv a jl o v , sp.n.

(Figs 1-3)

M a l e .  Body small, relatively slender. Width of vertex between eyes 1.5-1.8 times greater 
than that of frontal ridge between antennae. Vertex seen from above slightly tapered without 
median carinula. Eye medium, almost rounded. Antenna relatively thin; its median segments
1 .5- 1.7 times as long as broad; antennal length usually almost equal to that of head and pronotum 
combined. Pronotum subcylindrical; prozona long, about 2.4-2.6 times as long as metazona; its








