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New species of the genus Willemia B ö r n e r , 1901 (Collembola) 
from a cave in the Ukraine
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Abstract. Willemia virae sp. n. from Estern Carpathians without m-row setae on Abd. IV 
and a4 setae on Th. II, III is described.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The investigations of the Collembolan fauna of the Ukrainian caves have been started only 
recently. Willemia virae sp. n. is the first species described from a cave in the Ukrainian Caipathians.

All materials on the new species are preserved in the collections of the State Museum of Natural 
History of National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine (L’viv).

The modern taxonomical study on the genus W illem ia  was initiated by HÜTHER (1962), and 
developed further by A r b e a  & Jo r d a n a  (1986), P o t a po v  (1994). In my description of the new 
species I follow the nomenclature of morphological characters as used by these authors.

A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t  s. I am greatly indebted to my friend Dr. V. B. R iz u n  
for supplying me with the materials from Druzhba cave.

Willemia virae sp. n.
(Figs 1-9)

D i a g n o s i s .  Abdominal segment IV without m-row setae. On Th. II, III setae a4 
and p2 on Abd. V absent. Ant. IV with four flamelike sensilla (se1, se2, se3, si2); sensilla sd and 
sil  more slender and longer than others.

D e s c r i p t i o n .  Body length 0.63-0.90 mm. Tegumental granulation is fine and 
uniform.

Antennal segment IV with four flamelike sensilla (sel , se2, se3, si2) (Fig. 3). Sensilla sd and 
sil more slender and longer than others. Lateral sensilla of Ant. Ill organ are about as long as the 
nearest setae and placed in a rather great distance one from another (Fig. 3). Ant. I, II with 7 and 
12  setae, respectively.








