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Abstract. The larvae of Aphodius lusitanicus Erichson, an endemic Iberian species are 
described and illustrated. The life history of this species was studied on the Mediterranean 
coast of the Iberian Peninsula in 1993 and 1994. A. lusitanicus was reared from adult to 
larvae and to adult in an environmental chamber o f the laboratory at 22:16C (Light:Dark), 
relative humidity 80% and photoperiod of 16: 8 hours (Light:Dark). Adult activity began 
in late winter, lasting till early summer and a new period o f activity including mating and 
oviposition was observed in autumn. The description of A. lusitanicus kleptoparasitizing 
a nest o f geotrupid Thorectes valencianus Baraud, is for the first time offered for this 
species.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The subgenus Ammoecius M u l sa n t  is distributed in the occidental Palearctic Region, the 
southern part of the Etiopian Region and the Nearctic Region (B a r a u d  1971; D e l l a c a sa  1983). 
Nine of the thirty species known live in Europe, three of them are Iberian endemics: Aphodius 
.frigidus B r iso u t  1866, A. lusitanicus E r ic h so n  1848 and A. mariani B â g u e n a  1930 (B a r a u d  
1971 and 1992).

In this paper we continue our investigation aiming at descriptions of the larva of the Aphodiinae 
species (G a l a n t e  1990; V er d ü  & G a l a n t e  in press) especially the species living exclusively in 
the Iberian Peninsula, e. g. A. lusitanicus.

This species has been recorded, though infrequently, from different localities of the Iberian 
Peninsula and the Balearic Islands (BÂGUENA 1967; C o m pt e  1975; R u a n o -M a r c o  et al. 1988).
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