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Abstract. The distribution o f Megachile nigriventris Schenck and its nest parasite 
(Coelioxys lanceolata Nylander) in Poland are described. The relation of M. nigriven
tris to Megachile maacki Radoszkowski is discussed. Data on their morphology and 
bionomics are given.
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M egachile nigriventris S c h c k , has two colored forms. A dark form with black pollen-collecting 
brush in female (S c h e n c k  1868, G e r s t a e c k e r  1869 -  described as M egachile ursula) exists in 
Alps (sporadically in Carpathians, Sudetes and Fennoskandia). The pale form with reddish-yellow 
scopa (black hairs only on the sides and at the end) described by THOMSON ( 1872) as M egachile 
curvicrus, occurs in Fennoskandia, Sudetes and Carpathian Mts (D o rn  & W e b e r  1988, T k a l c u  
1976). Pale form is similar to the Siberian species M egachile maacki described by R a d o s z k o w s k i  
( 1874), therefore in paper of D y le w s k a  and Z a b ło c k i  ( 1972) almost all Polish specimens (with 
the exception for specimen of female from Pieniny Mts, belonging to the dark form) are recorded 
as Megachile maacki R a d . Comparison of material with the descriptive type of M egachile maacki 
(Holotype ç, Russia: Siberia: Irkutsk; Institute of Systematics and Evolution of Animals of the 
Polish Academy of Sciences, Kraków) as well as with descriptions of M egachile nigriventris 
S c h c k . (D o r n  & W e b e r  1988, G e r s t a e c k e r  1869, N ie m e lä  1936, S c h e n c k  1868, T h o m so n  
1872, T k a l c u  1966, 1976) and specimens of M. nigriventris S c h c k , coming from Alps indicated, 
that all specimens from Poland belong to the pale form of M egachile nigriventris SCHCK.

Female of M. nigriventris can be readily separated from that of M. maacki by the lack of whitish 
and erect fasciae on distal margins of tergites 3-5 , whereas the male can be easily recognized by 
characteristic structure of the foretarsus (Fig. 1) and genital capsule (Figs. 2-3).

Mature adults of the species emerge in June and fly till the end of July. As one of few species 
of the genus M egachile it nests in rotting wood, beams, stumps and boughs (sometimes in door- 
and window-frames). It builds brood cells of ovals and circles precisely cut out of leaves of Betula 
sp., Fagus silvatica L., Acer pseudoplatanus L., A. platanoides L., Rosa sp. and Epilobium  sp. This 
is an oligolectic species, collecting pollen of plants of the family Fabaceae such as: M edicago












